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For One Visited With Sickness 


From a poem by Charles Wesley 


THOU whose wise paternal love 
Hath brought my active vigor 
down, 
Thy choice I thankfully approve; 
And prostrate at Thy gracious Throne, 
I offer up my life’s remains, 
I choose the state my God ordains. 


But since without Thy Spirit’s might 
Thou know’st I nothing can endure; 
The help I ask in Jesu’s right, 
The strength He did for me procure, 
Father, abundantly impart, 
And arm with love my feeble heart. 


The Sufferings of Christ in Us 


Every Christian is profoundly thank. 
ful for the great privilege of believing 
in Christ, and thereby having assurance 
of salvation. But we sometimes over- 
look a parallel truth, which Paul de- 
clared: “For unto you it is given in the 
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on 
him, but also to suffer for his sake” 
(Phil, 1:29). Some time ago a young 
missionary, who is now in South Amer- 
ica and who has learned much of what 
it means to suffer for Christ’s sake, wrote 
the following (not for publication) on 
this subject: “Insofar as we experience 
the sufferings of Christ in ourselves, we 
also know the comfort of that suffering, 
for He whom it ‘pleased’ to bruise His 


Son, was also His Son’s comforter. That 
same God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, is our Father, too, and to us, in 
time of affliction, He is the Father of 
mercies and the God of all comfort... . 
He who afflicted and comforted His own 
beloved Son, afflicts and comforts us 
who are also sons, that we might, in 
turn, be able to sympathize (literally, ‘to 
suffer with’) others who are likewise 
in trouble. The fellowship of suffering 
is perhaps more deeply and poignantly 
felt than is any other fellowship. First 
of all we enter into a new intimacy of 
relationship with Christ. We cannot 
share His glory if we will not share 
His cross. We cannot reap His harvest 
if we refuse to be a corn of wheat 
as was He. There is also a corre- 
sponding communion with our brothers 
in Christ, in suffering. ‘Ye are par- 
takers [‘fellowshipers,’ lit.] of the suf- 
ferings’ (1 Cor. 1:7). It is only when 
we enter in, with sincerest empathy [not 
a misprint] and love, to the sufferings 
of another, that fellowship void of dis- 


simulation can be experienced. There 
is a sense in which we may know Geth- 
semane and Calvary which stills all our 
questions. But even as we share in the 
fellowship of suffering, we share also 
in the hope of suffering. Christ, for the 
joy that was set before Him, endured 
the cross. He calls us to share with 
Him His joy. The same consolation or 
encouragement which was His is avail- 
able for us. As our eyes are turned to 
eternity’s values, we see more and more 
of the true pattern of things, as He saw 
the true light of Calvary. We are thereby 
enabled to encourage others who suffer, 
to lay hold of the consolation which 
abounds (‘is more than enough’) by 
Christ. . . . Having seen the true nature 
of Christ’s sufferings in us, how ought 
we to be encouraged to intercede for 
those who also suffer! The intercession 
of suffering finds its faith in Him who 
is touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities; its confidence in the promise 
of His consolation; its joy in the knowl- 
edge of the eternal purpose of suffering.” 


Our Access to God 


By the Rev. J. E. Harris 


T A Communion service in a Scot- 
A tish church one Lord’s Day, the 

minister noticed that one woman, 
with a troubled look, was letting the 
bread pass her without taking her por- 
tion. Sensing that it was a mistaken 
hesitancy, the pastor said, “Tak it, 
woman; it’s for sinners.” 

Why did that woman fear to take the 
Communion? Doubtless through a sense 
of unworthiness, a fear that it would 
be presumptuous on her part to’ take the 
sacred symbol to her lips. All conscien- 
tious Christians know something of such 
misgivings. They may hold them back 








Comfort for Dark Days 


‘ 





“Know therefore that the Lord 
thy God, he is God, the faithful 
God, which keepeth covenant and 
mercy with them that love him 
and keep his commandments to a 
thousand generations” (Deut. 7:9). 























from the Lord’s table. Or they may re- 
strain them from prayer and from the 
service of Christ. Such sensitive souls 
feel they are too unworthy for God to 
hear them, and it is no use for them to 
pray. They feel they are not good 
enough to take on themselves some re- 
sponsibility in Christian work, and that 
it would not carry God’s blessing, and 
so they hold back. 

Now it is all too true that Christians 
do sin, that, as James says, “In many 
things we offend all” (Jas. 3:2). Sin in 
the lives of believers is a fact, and it 
is right we should face up to it and 
acknowledge it. “If we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us” (1 John 1:8). God’s Word 
would have us face and admit with hon- 
esty. the presence of sin in our lives, 

But what about these faults and sins 
of Christians? The Devil tries to do one 
of two things about them. He tries to 
harden us against rebukes of conscience, 
blind us to sin in our lives, and so make 
us careless and keep us going on in a 
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disobedience that wrecks our Christian 
testimony. Or, if he cannot do that, our 
Adversary, failing to make us ignore our 
sins, tries to dishearten us completely 
by them, to make us feel we are no 
Christians at all, or such poor samples 
that we have no place at the Lord’s 
Table, at the prayer meeting, nor in the 
service of our Lord. 


Now, both of these attitudes are wrong. 
It is certainly wrong to blind our eyes 
and harden our hearts to sin in the life. 
Indeed, no true Christian can really rest 
while he is careless about his sins. In 
one truly regenerate the new life abhors 
sin, and sets the believer to striving 
against it. But while it is wrong to be 
indifferent about our sins, it is also a 
mistake to grow disheartened, cease 
prayer, absent ourselves from Commun- 
ion, and refuse any place in the Lord’s 
service, 

How then shall we deal with the sense 
of sin and unworthiness? We must do 
two things. We must look to the blood 
of Christ shed for sinners, and we must 
look to the priesthood of Christ now ex- 
ercised in Heaven. 

The sacrifice of Christ secures the be- 
liever from Judgment. That is founda- 
tional in Christian faith and experience. 
So, as often as we are distressed over 
our sins, let us look again to the blood 
of Christ shed for sinners. Calvary’s 
sacrifice secures the believer from the 
wrath of God against sin. The precious 
blood of Christ avails to spare us from 
the righteous judgment of a holy God 
against our sin. 

Precious, precious blood of Jesus, 
Shed on Calvary, 

Shed for rebels, shed for sinners, 
Shed for me. 

To ancient Israel, just before the 
dreadful night of judgment when every 
Egyptian firstborn died, there came the 
instruction for each Israelitish home to 
slay an unblemished lamb and sprinkle 
the blood on lintel and door posts. The 
promise then was given, “When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you.” And Christ, 
our Passover, has been slain for us, and 
for us the ancient promise holds good. 
When God’s final judgment falls on hu- 
man sin, all who trust in Christ’s re- 
deeming blood will be spared. Thus it 
is that we read, “Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus .. . let us 
draw near ... in full assurance of 
faith” (Heb. 10:19, 22). So, let the Chris- 
tian, burdened with his sin, look again 
to the blood shed for sinners, to the 
cross where he first saw the light and 
the burden of his heart rolled away. 
Let him remember that his sin’s guilt and 
penalty are removed by the precious 
blood of Christ. 

But there still remains the presence 
.and pollution of sin in the believer's 
life, breaking communion with God, and 
introducing fear and misgiving. Though 
we are delivered from wrath and judg- 
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ment by faith in the atoning work of 
Christ, what of our present access to 
God? Sin still cleaves to us, even to 
our holiest and best endeavors to serve 
God. Must our sense of sin and failure 
drive us away from God, from prayer, 
from worship, and from service? No, 
indeed. Rather let it drive us the more 
upon our blessed Lord and. Saviour. He 
who died to remove the penalty of our 
sin from us now lives as our great High 
Priest in Heaven. Let us then consider 
Him as our advocate above, and let us 
bring to Him all our sense of fault and 
imperfection, of sin and unworthiness. 


The priesthood of Christ secures our 
continual acceptance with God. Hebrews 
ten not only says, “Having . . . boldness 
to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus... ,” but also goes on to say, 
“And having an high priest over the 
house of God; let us draw near ,.. in 
full assurance of faith” (10:21, 22). The 
sacrifice of Christ secures our deliver- 
ance from sin’s penalty, and now the 
mediation of Christ secures our continual 
access to and acceptance with God. “If 
any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
and he is the propitiation for our sins 
...”’ (1 John 2:1b-2a). Christ is our 
priestly Advocate above, pleading the 
sacrifice He Himself made for us, and 
so securing our ¢ontinual acceptance 
with God, despite the sin and fault at- 
taching to us still. “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). On our 
side, confession brings pardon and re- 
newal of fellowship with God. On 
Christ’s side, His mediation keeps us in 
the favor of God and maintains our ac- 
cess to God, despite the unworthy things 
still attaching to us in our present state 
of incomplete salvation. 

All this is beautifully illustrated for 
us in the Old Testament account of the 
high priest and his dress when standing 
in the holy of holies to plead the cause 
of Israel before the Lord. Part of the 
priestly dress was a miter, or headdress, 
to which was attached a plate of pure 
gold inscribed, “HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD” (Exod. 28:36). Concerning this 
miter with its golden plate and its in- 
scriptions we read, “And it shall be upon 
Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may bear 
the iniquity of the holy things, which 
the children of Israel shall hallow in 
all their holy gifts, and it shall be always 
upon his forehead, that they may be 
accepted before the Lord” (Exod. 28:38). 

How striking and, oh, how precious, 
too! Note first that striking phrase, “the 
iniquity of the holy things.” Even then 


it was known that the best gifts offered 
to God by His people are defiled by the 
sin of the offerer, that the purest wor- 
ship is marred by sin and mfirmity in 
God’s people, that our most devoted 
service is tarnished with self-pleasing 
These are 


and self-display and pride. 








September 11, 1954 


“the iniquity of the holy things’—the 
defilement attaching to their worship 
and service by reason of the sins of the 
saints, But, note that the high priest 
bore the iniquity of the holy things. He 
answered for the imperfections in those 
whose worship and gifts he presented 
to God. And in this Aaron was a type 
of our blessed Lord. He is our priest in 
Heaven. He has offered a better sacri- 
fice than the blood of bulls and.of goats, 
He possesses, not the official holiness of 
an Aaron, but the actual holiness of a 
sinless Saviour, and in His holiness He 
represents us before God. Behold, then, 
the golden plate upon our Aaron’s fore- 
head, and take the comfort of the an- 
cient words, “It shall be always upon his 
forehead, that they”—those he repre- 
sents, you and I, “may be accepted be- 
fore the Lord.” 


Here is the ground for a holy boldness 
in drawing near to-God. The greater our 
sense of sin and unworthiness, the more 
we need to look to Christ as represent- 
ing us above. Let us then fix our gaze 
upon the golden plate worn by our High 
Priest. Let us read its words, “HOLI- 
NESS TO THE LORD.” Let us see 
that it is His holiness, not ours, that 
gives*us access and acceptance before 
God’s throne; and let us hear again the 
precious and assuring words, “It shall 
be always upon his forehead, that they 
may be accepted before the Lord.” 

Not what I am, O Lord, but what Thou 

art, 

That, that alone can be my heart’s true 

rest. 
we 


Notes on Open Letters 


Satan's Power 


I would like to submit a question 
that arose in our Sunday school class 
recently. How did sin enter Satan 
while he was yet in Heaven?—A Mich- 
igan reader. 

We would like to ask you to explain 
Hebrews 2:14: “. . . that through 
death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil.” 
When did Satan have the power of 
death? Has he got that power now? 
Can Satan bring death to an unbe- 
liever?—An Ontario reader. 

As to Satan being ruler of the air 
in present church age—I have always 
known this is true. But what Scrip- 
ture do we use for same? Satan will 
be overthrown by Jesus Christ in the 
end, when Jesus Christ will be in 
charge. Do Satan and Jesus Christ 
now have the same power?—A Mis- 
souri reader. 

We must always remember that our 
only source of real knowledge of Satan 
is the Bible itself. Sir Robert Ander- 
son, in his writings, often uses the 
phrase, “The Satan myth,” referring to 
erroneous ideas of Satan which have 
gained popularity in Christendom. Some 


(Continued on page 758) 
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ll. The Time of the Rapture of the Church 


Concluding the study begun in 
last week's issue 


"Tiere the Rapture precedes the 
revelation of the man of sin is 
apparent from the following dis- 
This man is obviously the 
abomination itself or responsible for 
the abomination spoken of by the 
Lord in Matthew 24:15 and in Daniel 
9:27 and other places. As _§indi- 
cated in both Matthew 24 and 2 Thes- 
salonians *2, he immediately precedes 
the Great Tribulation, or wrath. The 
elect of God in that epoch will go 
through the Great Tribulation, which 
will be shortened by God so that some 
of them may live through it and be vn 
the earth when the Lord returns in 
glory. Christ warns these disciples to 
flee from Judea into the mountains when 
they see the appearance of the abomina- 
tion of desolation (Matt. 24:15-44). The 
disciples who receive this warning can- 
not be the disciples in the Church, be- 
cause the latter escape the Great Tribu- 
lation rather than go through it; are 
not told to flee, but that they will be 
taken up to meet the Lord in the air; 
will not be on earth watching the visible 
return of Christ, because they come with 
Him instead; are told to look for the 
coming of the Lord, not for the sign 
given by the appearance of the man of 
sin (Phil. 3:20, 21; Titus 2:13). There- 
fore, since the man of sin is a sign for 
disciples‘ living on the earth when he 
is revealed—but these disciples cannot be 
the Church—it follows that the Church 
must have been taken out previously. 

It is believed also that the Rapture 
will precede the apostasy or rebellion 
against God. The passage which appears 
to bear directly on this subject is 2 Thes- 
salonians 2:2-12, but there are others 
which indirectly lead’ to the same con- 
clusion. 


The Coming Man of Sin 

The man of sin is Satan’s man and 
comes by the power of Satan. The apos- 
tasy predisposes men to receive and fol- 
low him (2 Thess. 2:9-12). He does not 
come now and cannot come until the 
appointed time, because there is one, 
referred to as “he” who presently re- 
strains him. When this one who re- 
strains is out of the way, and not before, 
Satan reveals his man (2 Thess, 2:6-8). 

As far as is revealed in the Bible, 
Satan is the greatest of created beings. 
He is a rebel against and enemy of God, 
the leader of demons and rebellious 
angels. He is referred to as the prince 
of this world, the god of this age, and 
the prince of the power of the air. The 
Christian must put on the whole armor 
of God to be able to withstand him. 
Only God can defeat or restrain him. 


cussion. 


By LIEUT. GENERAL WILLIAM K. HARRISON, Jr. 


In last week’s article, General 
Harrison showed from the Scrip- 
tures the relationship ‘between the 
“day of the Lord” and the Rap- 
ture, and why Paul’s admonitions to 
the Thessalonian Christians could 
only indicate that Paul had taught 
the Church that the Rapture will 
precede the Great Tribulation. 

This week, he concludes his series 
of two articles by showing that the 
Rapture must precede the apostasy, 
or the revealing of the “man of sin.” 

Next week’s Sunday School Times 
will contain the first of two articles 
on a rélated theme, “The Coming of 
the Lord,” by Mr. J. F. Strombeck. 








Therefore the only ‘effective restraining 
power is that of God. 

“God is active in the affairs of men 
during the Great Tribulation as seen in 
2 Thessalonians 2:11 and other passages 
previously listed. Therefore, while the 
restraining power must be God, yet He 
is God in a special sense, the sense that 
He can be removed. Since God is om- 
nipresent, the only apparent way by 
which He can be removed is as the Holy 
Spirit indwelling the believers individu- 
ally and the Church as a body. As the 
Apostle John says, “Greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the world.” 
Since the Holy Spirit-never departs from 
the believer, it appears that the removal 
of the restraining power can only refer 
to the removal of the Church. Further- 
more, the only good thing (other than 
martyrs) that is to be removed prior to 





ILL the Church pass through 

the Great Tribulation? This 
question is ably answered by Gen- 
eral Harrison in the accompanying 
article and the one in last week’s 
issue of the Times. SunDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs readers will be glad, in this 
connection, to be reminded of an 
excellent pamphlet on this subject 
written in 1917 by Dr. C. I. Scofield, 
the editor of the “Scofield Reference 
Bible.” It bears this very ques- 
tion as its title, “Will the Church 
Pass Through/ the Great Tribula- 
tion?” It may be had‘from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
at 10 cents each; 50 cents for six; 
90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 a hundred. Why not send for 
a supply for your school or class, 
or for your tract case? 











the Second Advent is the Church at the 
Rapture. If the one removed is not the 
Church, the body of Christ, then what 
could it be? There should be some. sat- 
isfactory alternative, but none is ap- 
parent, 

Other considerations support the idea 
that the Rapture will occur prior to the 
apostasy, even though not in themselves 
conclusive. 

Apostasy or'rebellion against God is 
as old as mankind. Throughout history 
only a relatively few have not been in 
rebellion. The nation of Israel, God's 
Chosen People, and the Church have had 
their share of apostates. Therefore the 
apostasy of 2 Thessalonians 2:3 must be 
a unique condition if it is to constitute 
a sign. The rebellion could reach a 
State of totality only after the believing 
Church is removed from the earth. 
Therefore the Rapture should precede 
the apostasy. 


No Rapture in the Tribulation Period 
Immediately after the Rapture there 
will be no believers on the earth, abso- 
lutely none. In Matthew 24 the Lord 
addressed believers who will be on earth 
at the revelation of the man of sin. 


/ Therefore those believers must have 


been converted before the Great Tribu- 
lation and a sufficient time must hav¢ 
elapsed after the Rapture for this con- 
version to take place. In view of the 
fact that the Old Testament prophecies 
relating to the day. of the Lord describe 
in considerable detail the idolatrous re- 
bellion against God existing at-that time, 
the sufferings during the Great Tribu- 
lation, and the fears and repentance of 
the faithful remnant, it is improbable 
that such a startling event as the Rap- 
ture, a matter so close to the heart of 
God and so vital to believers, would be 
completely ignored if it had occurred 
during this period. In this connection 
it is recalled that these prophecies un- 
doubtedly also had an application of 
some kind in the days they were de- 
livered. A long lapse of time between 
the two periods is therefore left in al- 
most complete silence in the Old Testa- 
ment. This period of time begins after 
the final rejection of the Messiah at His 
First Advent and is clearly indicated in 
Daniel 9:26, 27. It is during this period 
that the Church has been on earth. It 
is further noted that the day of the Lord 
applies \primarily to the Jews, both in 
Palestine and in dispersion. In the nar- 
ratives God speaks to them as He did 
throughout Old Testament times. It is 
concluded therefore that the Rapture of 
the Church takes place before the idol- 


(Continued on page 757) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Overholtzer started child evange- 

lism in outdoor gatherings in park 
and on street. He used “the Wordless 
Book” and simple, plain language, and 
found that evén rough children could 
be interested. Today there are 26,000 
people giving part or full time to this 
ministry, and about a million children 
weekly, otherwise not reached, come un- 
der its influence. 

Further, it has expanded into fifty-five 
countries with 119 full-time workers and 
115 volunteer workers abroad. Short- 
time institutes are held to train workers. 
A reputable home is obtained, children 
gathered off the streets for an hour’s 
class, where they sing songs and hear 
Bible teaching in language they can un- 
derstand. 

No better way to offset the militant 
atheist teaching and child lawlessness of 
our time. Jesus, in Matthew 18:1-14, 
referred to little children seven times, 
thus making clear His loving solicitude 
for such, 

In this connection one notes that some 
300 children in and about the West Point 
Military Academy are gathered in a Sun- 
day school in which all the teachers are 
cadets. More surprising is it that ther 
is a waiting list of cadet volunteers wish- 
ing to teach. 


When a Boston newspaper printed a 
picture of a Baptist State Convention 
official clasping the hand of a Unitarian 
minister, one the incoming, the other 
the outgoing president of the Massa- 
chusetts Council of Churches, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Newton, withdrew from 
the Boston Baptist Association. “To us,” 
they said, “the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son of God, is our only Saviour, 
our only hope, for time and eternity. We 
have no confidence in Baptists who fra- 
ternize with those denying the deity of 
Christ and His blood-bought redemp- 
tion.” 

They were stigmatized as “Separatists” 
—a name to take pride in! 

The board of deacons tell an inter- 
esting story. This church was slowly 
dying, in debt, giving less than $1,200 
to benevolence, with a negligible Sunday 
school, no evening service. It was “mod- 
ernist.” A layman started a prayer meet- 
ing and a few came. He was asked to 
take his letter elsewhere as he had be- 
come “a disrupting influence.” 

Six years ago came.a new pastor, 
Douglas McCorkle, trained at Gordon 
College and Dallas Seminary. His first 
sermon convicted a life member who 
now, for the first time, heard the mes- 
sage of salvation. Since her conversion 
her husband has also been brought to 


Fh crernot years ago, the Rev. J. L. 


Christ and is now studying for the min- 
istry. The deacons continue: 

“An evening service was started, and 
is not far behind the morning service 
in numbers. The midweek prayer meet- 
ing brings together more than a hun- 
dred. Many are confessing Christ, and 
we are a united and growing Baptist 
church. The local budget is $17,000; we 
are no longer in debt; the missionary 
budget is over $17,000. We give full 
support to the Gideon Dexter family in 
South India, and to others. Our building 
has been renovated, and we have ac- 
quired a parsonage.” Immanuel now 
attracts members from considerable dis- 
tances, hungry for the Gospel. 

It pays every way to keep far away 
from Unitarianism! 


The Caritas Guild of the Licensed Bev- 
erage Industry is the Catholic organiza- 
tion of Greater Boston rum sellers. Its 
annual Mass at Boston Garden, with 
Communion Breakfast, brought together 
3,000 bartenders, saloonkeepers, and 
other social parasites under the flag 
of Caritas, otherwise Charity! Arch- 
bishop Cushman, presiding, said to his 
alcohol flock: 

“The Christian is obliged to regard 
everyone as his neighbor and so assist 
every needy child of God as one of his 
brethren. . . . The greatest manifesta- 
tion of this Christian charity is found 
today in the guilds that I have organ- 
ized. Among the greatest of these is 
the Caritas Guild of the Licensed Bev- 
erage Industry.” 

The choir of the Church of Our Lady, 
Comforter of the Afflicted, sang at the 
Mass. 

And this at the time when the Hen- 
drickson Committee had just laid bare 
the dreadful alcoholic conditions in the 
Roxbury Crossing and the Dover Street 
areas, Romanist districts of Boston! 

We may add that the late Fulton Ours- 
ler was a cherished speaker at the Com- 
munion Breakfasts in the corresponding 
New York rum-sellers’ group. Also a 
broadcaster for Feigenspan’s beer. 


Hans Hagel is a baker in a village in 
Franconia, Germany, who took part in 
World War I. In and about Douai and 
Roubaix in the north of France, he took 
note of the French peasantry. They 
labored hard on the land and developed 
home industries with the same diligence 
and courage of his own German fellow 
peasants. He determined to bring about 
better understanding with these who 
differed so little from his own folk. He 
read his Bible, and prayed about it. He 
found the words of Scripture, “He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death.” 





By ERNEST GORDON 


War brought to his Franconian village 
numbers of French prisoners. Hans was 
head of the local Y.M.C.A. He acted on 
the words, “Love thine enemies as thy- 
self.” Later these French “enemies” said 
of him, “During the four years we passed 
in his village, not one of us called on 
Monsieur Hagel without receiving some 
help, spiritual or temporal.” And his 
labors went on in the face of the veno- 
mous Gestapo. , 

Last year Hans, after much prayer 
and after selling a cow to help pay ex- 
penses, started with fifty of his unionists 
to visit the French, whom he had suc- 
cored in captivity, and the France with 
whom he hopes some day there will be 
final’ peace and not merely a truce. They 
went off with songs and trumpets, Hans’s 
four sons, one of whom is studying for 
the ministry, going along, too. He was 
received with acclamation in the villages 
of the north of France in which his for- 
mer prisoners’ now live. Town halls 
opened to the party, mayors received 
them with gratitude and as ambassadors 
of: peace. It was recalled how Hans and 
his Union had given decent burial to 
those who died in the near-by concen- 
tration camp. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, among 
whom are unquestionably Hans Hagel, 
German baker, and his Christian Union. 
They get no slice of Nobel prize money, 
but will have still better reward. 


The president of the Bible League, 
London, Sir Cecil Wakeley, in 4 recent 
address, said: 

“There is something new every morn- 
ing and fresh every evening in the Bible. 
You can always get new light upon it 
according to the Spirit’s help. Recently 
I have been reading the Book of Num- 
bers, People say, ‘Numbers—what a 
dreary book!’ But when you read it, it 
is surprising what wonderful things you 
get out of it. You read a chapter and 
think you know it by heart. Then you 
read it again and get a fresh interpre- 
tation of it by the Holy Spirit’s influ- 
ence.” 

This is testimony of the president of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, a Member 
of the Royal Society, the British equiva- 
lent of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the head of the 
Medical Service of the British Navy. Of 
the last he says: 

“I served in the Navy in two world 
wars, and the only thing which really 
mattered to me in them both was my 
Bible. Whether I was up in an airplane 
or on one of His Majesty’s ships, that 
was the thing that mattered. When you 
are torpedoed, or shot down in an air- 
plane, what a great thing it is to have 
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confidence, confidence in God Almigttty, 
born of a text of Holy Writ.” 

Then he adds: “The man who really 
prays is the man who is really up against 
it. I remember my father (ninety-four 
years of age now) with not more than 
twopence in his pocket and having to 
educate and feed his youngsters. To 
hear that man pray was something to 
be heard to be believed. Being a sur- 
geon, I see life and I see death. I have 
trouble with the clergy. I say, ‘Come 
and talk to this woman. She is going 
to die. This is your work; do something 
for her.’ Then, instead of setting forth 
the Gospel, there is a ritualist perform- 
ance. We have to realize that the only 
thing which is worth listening to is the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Please 
remember me in prayer as I go to Cey- 
lon shortly to open a hospital and to 
lecture at a surgical conference. I want 
to help the Christians in Ceylon.” 


The Conservative Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society (352 Wellington Ave., 
Chicago) is taking up the matter of 
Christian literature for Japan. It has 
translated, and had printed, Halley’s 
“Pocket Bible Handbook” and sold 10,000 
copies in six months. A second edition 
is now out. H. C. Thiessen’s “Introduc- 
tion to the New Testament” has also 
been translated, and is now on the press. 
Eric Sauer’s “Dawn of World Redemp- 
tion” and “Thé Triumph of the Cruci- 
fied,” will be released next fall. Miss 
Florence Béabout, of this Society, super- 
vises six correspondence courses in 
Japan. The first is what is known in 
America as the Emmaus Course, “What 
the Bible Teaches”; others are “Guides 
to Old and New Testaments.” Fifteen 
hundred people have already signed up 
as participants. 

Dr. Richard Buker of the same Con- 
servative Baptist Society was, previous 
to the break with the Northern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society, one of the lat- 
ter’s most useful workers, laboring 
among lepers in Northern Burma. Now 
he is at work among the\lepers in the 
villages of Northeast Thailand. The plan 
is to train key missionaries (seventeen 
have taken the course) who, in turn, de- 
velop preventive-treatment clinics in 
the areas in which they live. Their 
assistants are clinic patients. No food 
or clothing are given, only’ the leprosy 
drugs, and the work is thus developed 
on a self-supporting basis., After two 
years there are now twenty-eight such 
centers in which 4,125 cases are being 
treated. Each center is visited weekly. 

In Portugal, these Conservative Bap- 
tists have advertised in Lisbon’s leading 
newspaper—a gift of the Gospel of John 
with twenty-two lessons on the Life of 
Christ, with diploma on completion. of 
the course. As a result of this and other 
publicity, 3,000 Portuguese are now en- 
rolled in Bible study under these aus- 
pices. One man sent the names of 52 
friends who were interested; a school 
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teacher asked for 57 copies for her schoo] 
children. * Antonion Martins of Portu- 
gal’s largest Baptist church calls it the 
best form ‘of evangelism yet used in 
Portugal. 


“Facts” is a publication of the Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee. On page 23 it 
tells us: 

“Through the newly created Division 
of Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches, the American Jew- 
ish Congress and the Anti-Defamation 
League (of the B’nai Brith) will jointly 
have an unprecedented opportunity to 
aid in the preparation of lesson mate- 
rials, study guides, audio-visual aids, 
etc., for use in educational activities 
sponsored by the Protestant churches 
and organizations. 

“An analysis of films depicting the cru- 
cifixion story, used in religious-educa- 
tional activities, was completed during 
1950. . . . Steps are now being taken 

. . to modify those films believed to 
effect adversely Jewish-Christian rela- 
tionships: 

“Under the auspices of Drew Theolog- 
ical Seminary, we have conducted an 
exhaustive study of religious textbooks 
currently used in Protestant schools. 
Errors, misstatements, and misconcep- 
tions of the historic role of the Jews 
in the earliest days of Christianity have 
been, and will continue to be, tabulated 
and brought to the attention of Protes- 
tant educators and textbook publishers.” 
Similar operations are reported as plan- 
ned for execution at the Yale Divinity 
School. 


One is gratified to be able to testify to 
the kindly attitude which the Govern- 
ment of the Belgian Congo takes toward 
Protestant missions. Thus local author- 
ities in Bijoro Territory recently pre- 
sented medals to eleven evangelists and 
teachers who had served from twenty- 
two to thirty years in the missions of 
the English Baptists and Disciples of 
Christ.; At the services, schoolboys sang, 
“Let us with a gladsome mind,” in Lin- 
gala, which would certainly please John 
Milton, who wrote the original English 
hymn. including its great lines, 

Let us blaze His name abroad, 

For of gods He is the God; 

Who by all-commanding might, 

Filled the new-made world with light. 

The Belgian Senator, R. G. Godding, 
died recently in Congoland and a 
wreath inscribed, “In grateful mem- 
ory,” was placed on his tomb by 
the Congo Protestant Council. For 
it. was during his term, as. Colonial 
Minister that Protestant missions were 
granted equality with Roman Catholic 
in several fields, especially in regard to 
schools. 4 

Mr. Stephen H. Smith of the English 
Baptist Mission on the Congo tells of 
native. indifference to animal suffering. 
It staggered even Christians that there 
should be any connection between the 
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Gospel and treatment of animals. One 
pointed out that two sparrows are sold 
for a farthing, yet not one of them falls 
to the ground without your Heavenly 
Father. It is not uncommon to see in 
the forest an antelope, a creature of 
beauty, whose’ eyes look out in innocent 
supplication, kept alive with broken 
legs, to prevent its running away until 
the time has come to be eaten. Mil- 
ton’s hymn continues: 

He hath, with a piteous eye, 

Looked upon our misery: .. . 

For His mercies aye endyre, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 

The late President Mullins of the 
Southern Baptist Seminary was a loyal 
evangelical, but the lectureship at the 
Seminary named after him was lately 
filled by ‘Professor MacLennan of Yale 
Divinity who is quoted as saying, “If you 
believe that this universe is rational, 
éonserving its precious values, you*can- 
not believe that Christ’s life was snuffed 
out on Calvary.” 

So He did not die, the just for the un- 
just, to bring us to God. Well, then, 
what: did happen? Moslems say He 
passed back alive to God from the cross. 

The president of this Seminary would 
have it released from present controls. 
That has been the trouble elsewhere. 
Theologians want no limitations on their 
excursions into unbelief or half-belief. 
Why not step out, gentlemen, and in- 
dulge in heresy at your own charges? 

Professor Gay of Columbia in ‘a letter 
to the New York Times, February 1, 1953, 
wrote: 

“The academic community must insist 
on full autonomy. Such questions. as 
to who is hired, fired, or promoted, what 
courses are to be taught, what books are 
to be used, what ideas are to be ex- 
pressed must be left to the academic 
community (ie. the faculty), which 
alone has the ability to make these de- 
cisions.” 

That’s the ideal of the unsound theo- 
logian, also. 


Mission Notes.—A Presbyterian pastor 
in Colombia, S. America, C. C. Fortunato, 
writes: 

“Five years ago organized persecution 
began. From the present outlook we 
have ground to assume that in twenty 
years Colombia will be filled with the 
Gospel. The more they attack, the more 
we become widely known. Many come 
to us, after reading articles in the news- 
papers, saying, ‘We did not know there 
were Protestants among us, or where 
their churches were.’ We do not need 
more missionaries. Every Christian be- 
comes a witness. Since the entrance of 
evangelical preachers into Colombia has 
been prohibited, the number of native 
Colombian preachers has grown aston- 
ishingly.” } 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Blue Cross (temperance society) in 
Madagascar was last celebrated in an 
open-air the&ter of greenery, six thou- 
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sand people participating; singing with. 


power of the hymn, “Dear: Temperance”; 
happy enthusiasm; and passionate ad- 
dresses by Malagasy pastors! Eleven 
different tribes in Madagascar were rep- 
resented, coming on foot, by auto, by 
train, dnd even by airplane. Christ was 
honored, and a new determination fos- 
tered for the fight against “the scourge.” 


From the Fiji Islands, once cannibal 
islands, now go football teams to com- 
pete with those of New Zealand and 
Australia, They show their colors. 
When asked to appear on the Australian 
and New Zealand radios, they agreed 
on condition that they could sing. And 
their songs were the hymns of the Chris- 
tian church. Nothing in their schedule 
was allowed to interfere with attending 
church. 

When Livingstone died eighty years 
ago, the chief of the village of Chitambo 
befriended his last hours. Here his heart 
was buried. In 1905, Dr. Prentice egtab- 
lished in Chitambo a great medical mis- 
sion on the very spot where Livingstone 
passed @way. This mission in Northern 
Rhodesia now ministers to twenty thou- 
sand square miles, controlling twenty- 
eight schools and a church with ever- 
growing membership. The hospital is 
being enlarged by Dr. Todd, Africans 
baking the bricks and otherwise co- 
operating. b 


John Ferguson’s great tract ministry 
(710 Farwell Bldg., Detroit 26) deserves 
constant and substantial support. He 
supplies those on the field with their 
ammunition. The following comes from 
Japan: 

“The Lord has laid upon us a ministry 
of Gospel tract distribution throughout 
Kyushu Island and, as we go out into 
the villages, farm communities, towns, 
and cities, we find a real hunger among 
the people to know more about Jesus 
Christ our Lord. About ninety-seven 
per cent of the population can read. 
Many have never seen a New Testa- 
ment, or even heard the name of Christ. 
Many of them are responding and writ- 
ing for more information about salva- 
tion, and are coming to our station. In 
the mountainous country we are trying 
to put two or three good, sound salva- 
tion tracts in every home. We are faith 
‘missionaries, and praise God that He 
takes good care of us month by month, 
but we need ten thousand tracts each 
month. Frank and Helen Sanderholm.” 

Mr. O. R. Burgess writes, also from 
Japan: “Only last Saturday I started 
up the crowded main street of the min- 
ing town of Omachi shouting, ‘Christian 
paper! Very good paper!’ and within 
the space of eight blocks was mobbed 
four times by the gréat crowds desper- 
ately seeking to get a tract. Please help 
me to supply these people with good 
Gospel reading.” 


“Notwithstanding, every way, whether 
in pretence, or in truth, Christ is 
preached; and I therein do rejoice.” One 
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thinks of Paul’s words on reading the 
announcement that Twentieth Century 
Fox, under the leadership of Jewish Mr. 
Zanuck, has paid two million dollars for 
the film rights to Oursler’s “The Great- 
est Story Ever Told.” This is far and 
away the greatest amount ever paid for 
motion picture rights for a story, and 
the story is that of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Fulton Oursler was baptized in the 
First Baptist Church, Baltimore, as a 
young man, but fell away into unbelief. 
In later years he became a Roman Cath- 
olic. But his son William is a Protestant, 
co-worker with the Christian Herald. 


“The Haven of Grace” is a place for 
assisting sick Jewish-Christians and mis- 
sion workers among Jews needing rest. 
This is now being established in Brooks- 
ville, Fla., There will also be confer- 
ence grounds for annual meetings of 
the Hebrew-Christian Alliance. This 
Haven is a memorial to those devoted 
Hebrew-Christians, Max Reich and 
Charles Weissenberg. It is for “the least 
of these my brethren,” Christians of Jew- 
ish birth, and should be supported as a 
witness of love to these members of the 
household of ‘faith. 

Dr. Bonnell of the Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, New York, in a recent 
sermon, took occasion to rebuke Chris- 
tian preachers who refer to Jews as 
“Christ-killers.” But do they, save per- 
haps some Catholic clergy? Then he 
adds, “The truth is that the fate which 


Jesus met in Jerusalem would have been ~- 


meted out to Him in either Rome or 
Athens,” which may be true enough. Yet 
Christ Himself called Jerusalem “the 
murderess,” saying, “It cannot be that a 
prophet perish out of Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Houck of the Pilgrim Congrega- 
tional Church in the Bronx, on the same 
Sunday, proposed that “New Testament 
references to Jews as ‘killers of Christ’ 
be deleted,” presumably from the Gos- 
pels. Which would practically mean the 
elimination of the Passion story. 

Lusaka is the capital of Northern Rho- 
desia (Africa), a rapidly growing city. 
A fine, evangelical bookstore, Luke 
House, has been planted there. Mr. 
Shaw, in charge, says: 
sweeping over Northern Rhodesia like 
a whirlwind. During the war, I found 
that 90 per cent of the Askari (African 
troops to whom he served as chaplain) 
were literate in their own vernacular. 
What they are to read is the problem.” 
Then he mentioned five of his old pupils 
as buying books, one on cattle, one on 
typewriting, four on “Justice and the 
Law,” and four on Lord Hailey’s “Native 
Administration in the British Africar 
Territories.” Luke House is distributing 
Scripture in twenty languages. In the 


lgst three months it sold 3,500 copies in 
Bemba to workers in the Copper Belt. 
Pasteur Jacques Blocher of the Paris 
Tabernacle has been visiting its mission 
on the Ivory Coast. He notes that three- 
fourths of the missionaries in the Mis- 
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sionary Federation of West Africa refuse, 
on evangelical grounds, to affiliate with 
the International Council of Missions. 

He also pays tribute to the miraculous 
power of the Bible. One sees men and 
women abandon ancestral customs, and 
even families, to face difficulties and 
possibly death, after hearing of Christ 
and of His work. They may understand 
with difficulty and retain but fragments 
of the Word, but these carry a power 
unaccountable on merely rational 
grounds.' Men and women, who for- 
merly, attended the most horrible go- 
ings-on without a shudder, now weep over 
their own sins and are ready to abandon 
all for Christ. 

“The Bible is not only power for sal- 
vation, but it is a miraculous school for 
these ignorant peoples. In a few years 
they become strong characters, even by 
rudimentary study of the Word.” 


Francis A. Schaeffer, writing on “Mod- 
ern Man and the Problem of Authority,” 
says: “If men talked in ordinary life 
the way these men talk in theology, they 
would not be considered brilliant, but 
deranged. . . . Having departed from 
the teaching of the Word of God, our 
whole generation is held in the vice of 
irrationalism, and, by being irrational- 
istic, the New Modernism fits into the 
generally accepted world-view of the 
men of our generation. 

“Existentialism is the lack of sanity 
in the secular realm. Consider the case 
of Miche] Mourre. At one time Mourre 
studied to be a‘Dominican Monk, and, 
clothed in the robes of that Order on 
Easter Day, he seized the pulpit of Notre 
Dame and shouted, ‘God is dead.’ Mourre 
is an existentialist. He was arrested and 
submitted to a psychiatrist,” who rec- 
ommended the insane asylum. “The 
simple fact is that in the secular realm 
existentialism, when judged on com- 
monly accepted grounds, is insanity; and 
the same must be said for Transcenden- 
dental Theology in the theological realm. 

“Modern Art, closely related to exis- 
tentialism, is the voice of modern secu- 
larism saying that all things are unre- 
lated, and that there are no. sure 
standards in any field of life. Modern 


Art says, ‘Does this canvas look queer: 


to you? But why should it, there’ are 
no set standards for .. . anything.’... 
I think that Johann Sebastian Bach was: 
also thinking along these lines when he 
said, ‘Where the end of music is not 
God’s glory, there can be no true music, 
but only infernal, devilish hubbub.’.. . 

“In our day God seems to be. lifting 
His restraint from men so that in all 
the fields of life they are going to their 
natural level. . . . This is perhaps the 
greatest of the signs of the times. .. . 
The typical younger ‘intellectual’ today 
cannot bear the concept of a fixed point, 
a set standard, an absolute, and objective 
Authority” (Bible League Quarterly, 
April-June, 1954.) 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 26. LIVING WITNESSES 


Matthew 5:13-16; John 1:40-42a; Acts 4:13-20; 8:4-8, 26-40; 2 Corinthians 5:11-20; 1 Peter 3: 1” 16, 
printed text, Matthew 5:13-16; Acts 8: 4-6; 2 Corinthians 5:14-20 


Golden Text.—Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in WSF SS 5:16 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have 
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 


2 Cor. 5:14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because 
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: 

15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto 2 saga page but unto him which died 








foot of men. 


14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a 


hill cannot be hid. 


15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in 


the house. 


16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and sities your Father which is in heaven. 


Acts 8:4 ieee they that were ccattedied abroad went 


every where preaching the word. 


5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and 


preached Christ unto them. 


6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles 


which he did. 


The Lesson as a Whole 

By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 

ITNESS contemplates three par- 

ties—the party who does the 

witnessing, the party (or sub- 
ject) concerning whom the witness is 
given, and the party to whom it is given. 
So it is in law. A witness, presumed to 
have certain knowledge of the party be- 
ing examined, is called, and is required 
to convey to the court that knowledge 
which is in his possession. Whether he 
is speaking for or against the party in 
question, he is a link between that party 


‘and the court. It is in the Gospel as it 


is in law. The Christian is a witness. 
He possesses knowledge of Jesus Christ 
which others lack. True, others may 
have a theoretical knowledge of certain 
truths about Christ, but they do not 
know Him as the believer does. So the 
Christian stands forth as a witness to the 
world for Christ. He stands between 
two parties, to represent the one party, 
Christ, to the other party, the world. 
In a court of law, the attorney gener- 
ally does the pleading. He gathers to- 
gether statements of the several wit- 
nesses that are helpful to his client, and 
so arranges them and organizes them and 
enlarges on them as to impress the court 
with the strength of his client’s case. 
He is after a verdict. Ordinarily the 
witness does well to confine himself to 
witnessing, leaving the pleading to the 
lawyer, trained to the task. Ultimately 


for them, and rose again. 
16 Wherefore henceforth anew we no man after the flesh: 
yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 


henceforth know we him no more. 


17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 


18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 


reconciliation; 


himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 


19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 


unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 


hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. . 


20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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this is true also in the Gospel. The 
Christian is the witness, but the Holy 
Spirit alone can secure the verdict of 
the conscience and the will. In this case, 
however, the Holy Spirit can and does 
plead through the witness. Witness that 
has the ring of sincerity, that is given 
with conviction and with manifest con- 
cern for the party receiving the witness 
is much more likely to secure a favor- 
able verdict than a cold, formal state- 
ment of Gospel truth. Paul said con- 
cerning his witness, “As though God were 
entreating by us” (2 Cor. 5:20, A.'S.V.). 
It was the pleading note in Dr. George 
Truett’s preaching that so distinguished 
it, and turned great numbers to Christ. 
In a court of law, the character of the 
witness is taken into account, and greatly 
affects the impact of his testimony. This 
is more abundantly true in the Gospel. 
Here the character of the witness, while 
it does not affect the truth of the Gospel, 
does certainly influence the effect of that 
truth on the hearer. One may expatiate 
ably and eloquently on the virtues of an 
offered cure for arthritis, but it will not 
carry the weight of the sight of a man 
who has been crippled and deformed, in 
a few weeks’ time walking with soldierly 
bearing and running up stairs three at a 
time. So the witness of @ transformed 
life, of a true Christian character, must 
accompany the witness of profession. - 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 5:13—“Ye are the salt of the 
earth . . . good for nothing, but to be 
cast out . 


” Probably the preservative 


quality of salt is here in mind. But salt 
with no savor is lacking power to per- 
form, any of the functions of salt, and 
is of no use apart from “fill” in,roadbeds, 
and such uses. 


Verse 14—“Ye are the light of the 
world ...” Compare John 8:12. What 
Christ says of Himself He says of us. 
Are we living an underground life, or 
out in the open? 


Verse 15.—“Neither do men light a 
candle . .. under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick ...” A light under a bushel 
may lighten the space of a bushel, until 
it uses the oxygen in that little space. 
Then it will go out. So with the Chris- 
tian. His light will soon go out if he 
confines it to himself, 


Verse 16.—“Let your light so shine 
- +. your good works . . . glorify your 
Father .. .” Good works are the issue 
of salvation, not its cause. The end 
of good works is the glory of God not 
the glory of men. 


Acts 8:4.—“Therefore they that were 
scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word.” The saints could 
be scattered, but not silenced. They were 
heralds of the King. 


Verse 5.—“Then Philip went down to 

. . Samaria . . . preached Christ .. .” 
The ancient capital of Israel under Ahab 
was Samaria, whose inhabitants after 
the Babylonian captivity were not ac- 
cepted by the Jews, but became a Sep- 
arate sect, holding to the Law of Moses, 
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Here ‘is the beginning of the breaking 
down of the racial barrier. 

Verse 6.—“And the people .. . hear- 
ing and seeing the miracles . . .” Doubt- 
less the rumors about Christ had spread 
from Sychar (John 4), thus inclining 
the people to receive Him. It was quite 
a spontaneous movement, , 

2 Cor. 5:14—“For the love of Christ 
constraineth us ... if one died for all, 
then were all dead.” Not outward com- 
pulsion, but the inward constraint of 
love compels the believer. For “then 
were all dead,” read, “then all died.” 
In the death of Christ we died, that we 
might rise into freedom in His life. 

Verse 15.—“. . . he died for ally that 
they ... should not . . . live unto them- 
selves...” There is something peculiarly 
inappropriate in selfish living in view 
of Christ’s death for us. Since our life 
_ is from Him, by His death and resur- 


rection, He, must be the end of our liv-: 


ing. 

Verse 16.—*. . . no man after the flesh 
.. . Christ after the flesh ... no more.” 
Our way of regarding men is radically 
changed—no longer on the “flesh and 
blood” plane, but as related to eternity. 
Jesus is to us not merely “the man of 
Galilee,” but the Lord of Glory. 

Verse 17.—“. . . in Christ... a new 
creature: old things are passed away... 
become new.” “In Christ” is in contrast 
to “in Adam” (cf, 1 Cor. 15:22). He is 
the head of the new creation, of which 
we become a.part. Men may dub us 
“archaic,” but it is the sinner who is 
holding on to the “archaic things.” 

Verse 18.—“God . . . reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ .,. .” The new 
things have their origin in God, who has 
effected a reconciliation in Christ for us. 
All who share this reconciliation are 
made distributors of it. 

Verse 19.—‘God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself .. . hath 
committed unto us the word of reconcil- 
iation.” This verse does not teach uni- 
versalism. Nor does it teach that tres- 
passes are automatically canceled by the 
death of Christ. Such cancellation is 
potential in the death of Christ, and 
made actual to those who believe. Other- 
wisé Revelation 20:12 would have no 
meaning. 

Verse 20.—*. . . ambassadors for Christ 
_ .. 2 bé ye reconciled to God.” The ex- 
hortation to “be reconciled” is based on 
God’s accomplished act of reconciliation. 
Here is the wooing note in the Gospel. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is not easy to condense into one or 
two paragraphs the great truths of sev- 
eral passages in which every verse could 
command whole books of expositions, 
and still not be exhausted. 

The general theme is, that Christians 
are witnesses for Christ. By likening 
His followers to salt and light (Matt. 
5:13-16) our Lord indicated: that Chris- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. September 19.—Growing in Chris- 
tian Love. Matthew 5:43-48; 18: 
21-35; Ephesians 4:25 to 5:2; 1 John 4:7-21 
Next Week’s Lesson 
1. October 3.—Job’s Struggle to Un- 
derstand Life ....Job 1 and 2; 19 to 23 








tian witness is a natural, living thing. 
How does salt flavor eggs or preserve 
meat? It does not organize a campaign 
or plan some line of procedure. It just 
acts the part of salt. All the chemical 
elements necessary for the flavoring or 
the preserving are present in it, and the 
salt cannot come into contact with these 
substances without the chemical proc- 
esses starting up which have the appro- 
priate ends. White sand will not do, nor 
denatured salt. It must be salt, true 
salt, whole salt. How does light illumine 
the dark place? Once again, not by any 
studied plan of attack, but just by being 
light, not secreted or hidden, but allowed 
full sway. So the Christian is a living 
witness by being what he is. Whatever 
organized Christian work may occupy 
him, his real business is to see that all 
the “elements” of the Christian life are 
present in him, ready to react by their 
very presence on his surroundings, and 
that there is no hiding of the light by 
which alone the darkness can be dis- 
pelled. 

Christians must not be surprised if 
at times their nest is stirred up, and 
they are thrust out to other parts. We 
should al} love to find some little Zion 
where we could enjoy foretastes of 
Heaven in the fellowship of God’s peo- 
ple until we are called to Heaven itself. 
But God is thinking in terms of the 
world, the ends of the earth, and if we 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many parties are involved in 
witnessing, and who are they? 

2. How did Christ describe the min- 
istry of His followers in this world? 

3. Why should my good works glorify 
God? 

4. What program for expansion did 
the Lord Jesus give to His disciples? 

5. How did the Lord effect the ex- 
pansion of the Gospel beyond the bounds 
of Jerusalem? 

6. How can we explain the ready re- 
sponse to the Gospel in Samaria? 

7. What is the supreme motivating 
force in all Christian service? 

8. What change takes place in the way 
we regard men when we are “in Christ’? 

9. How are we to regard the aliena- 
tion between God and men? 

10. How can a man make -his peace 
with God? 

( Answers on page 754) 


September 11, 1954 


hug our Jerusalem, He will find means 
of scattering us whithersoever the testi- 
mony is needed. So it was in the early 
church. They were rejoicing in the vic- 
tories of the Gospel in Jerusalem, for- 


getful of the Lord’s program ‘Acts 1:8). 


Therefore persecution was stirred up 
against the church, resulting in the scat- 
tering of the saints (Acts 8:1). Far 
from being a tragedy, this proved the 
means of expansion (v. 4). Samaria 
stood in the line of “retreat” which 
turned out to be the line of advance, and 
the preaching of Philip the deacon met 
with instant and wonderful response. 

Method does count for something, but 
we can afford to be wrong in our method 
far more than in our motive and our 
message. To be wrong in these last 
is to be all wrong. Actually, the New 
Testament does not have a great deal 
to say about method, but it is very in- 
sistent on these other two. Our passage 
from Paul presents them very clearly. 
“The love of Christ constraineth us,” he 
says (2 Cor. 5:14), and nowhere is’ the 
motive of Christian witness more com- 
pletely stated. ‘David Livingstone was a 
true echo of Paul when he explained his 
devotion to the natives of Africa in the 
words, “The love of Christ compelled 
me.” As for the message of Christian 
witness, it is “the word of reconcilia- 
tion.” And let us remember that that 
is not an exhortation to men to “make 
their peace with God,” but a declara- 
tion of the wonderful news that God 
has accomplished a great reconciliation 
in the death of Christ, into which men 
are invited to enter. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, The manner of the witness—like the 
operation of salt and light (Matt. 
5: 13-46) 

2. The means of the witness—advance 
through scattering (Acts 8:4-6) 

3. The motive of the witness—the love of 
Christ (2 Cor. 5:14) 

4. The message of the witness—the word 
of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5: 16-21) 


Topics for Development 

The Reconciliation, I should like to 
recommend James Denney’s excellent 
exposition of 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 in 
“The Expositor’s Bible” (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
6 vols., $25). It is true and clear. For 
those who wish to pursue the subject 
further, James Denney has also a schol- 
arly work entitled “The Christian Doc- 
trine of Reconciliation,” a worthy com- 
panion to his more famous book, “The 
Death of Christ.” (The latter title has 
been recently reissued by the IL.V.C.F.,1 
but I do not know of a recent reprint- 
ing of the other.) 

The main points to be noted in this 
vital subject are the following: . 

1. The alienation between God and 





1May be obtained from Fleming H. Revelb 
Co., Westwood, N. J., $3. 
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man, calling for a reconciliation, is *not 
just -man’s inimical attitude ,to God 
through fear and unbelief. It is also 
the recoil of the divine holiness from 
sin, and God’s condemnation of it. Call 
it God’s wrath if you will. ; 

2. Man, is incapable of effecting a 
reconciliation. Even if he were not es- 
tablished in his own estrangement from 
God, he could do nothing to cancel out 
his sin. 

3. God, of His own good pleasure, and 
in divine. grace, has accomplished a rec- 
onciliation. In Christ He has so dealt 
with sin that it no longer stands as a 
barrier in the sinner’s approach to Him. 
A penitent, believing sinner finds the 
wrath of God turned away, all his sin 
blotted out, and a clear way open to 
God, who now receives him as a son. 

4. The “ministry of reconciliation” 
consists chiefly of a declaration of this 
good news, with a plea to sinners to re- 
spond to this objective reconciliation by 
turning from their enmity and commit- 
ting themselves to a reconciled God. As 
James Denney phrases it, “At the bottom, 
the Gospel is not good advice, but good 
news. All the good advice it gives is 
summed up in this—Receive the good 
news,” 

Practical Applications 

A witness does not argue the case, 
but simply tells what he knows. Avoid 
argument—and witness. 

See that your witness is backed up 
by a life that says the same thing as 
your lips, 

Do your neighbors feel that you are a 
sweet savor in the community, or do they 
regard you as a “sour puss”? 

If God moves you to some other part 
of the country, or of the world, it is 
because He wants you as a witness there. 
The new “job” is just the settifg for the 
supreme task. 

Too often so much of the “old man” 
shows up that it would be difficult to 
convince people that we are “new crea- 
tures.” 

Golden Text 

Matt. 5:16.—“Let your light so shine 
... your good works .. . glorify your 
Father .. .” “Your light” comes from 
God; “your good works” are wrought 
only in His strength; God is “your 
Father” by an act of His own grace. 
Who, then, is to receive the glory? 
ELmMuursT, ILL. 

we 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTEeD HYMNS 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“I Love To Tell the Story” 
“Make Me a Blessing to Someone Today” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 
Lord, whose touch has still its ancient 
power, we need that touch to change 
us and then to strengthen us to do Thy 
will. We thank Thee for all whose lives 
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show the Gospel still to be the power 
of God unto salvation. Make our lives 
to tell the same glad story. Free us 
from all that is unbecoming in a Chris- 
tian. Make us overcomers in face of 
temptation, and use us to win others 
to Thee. Guide our nation’s leaders in 
facing the difficulties of our times. Give 
us a gracious revival and turn many to 
Thyself who now are far from Thee. 
Hear the cry of the sick and all afflicted 
ones, and may the day of Thy Kingdom’s 
victory in our world soon dawn. Use 
Thy Word now for our good and Thy 
glory, and keep Thy hand in protecting 
and directing care upon us at all times, 
for Thy name’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson—We have read a 
story from Acts today that tells us: 
“They that were scattered abroad went 
every where preaching the word.” And 
who were these scattered people? Verse 
one of the chapter tells of Jerusalem Chris- 
tians being persecuted and says, “They 
were all scattered abrocd .. . except fhe 
apostles.” So, those who preached the 
Word wherever they went were not the 
leaders, but just the rank and file Chris- 
tians. 

Something similar recently took place 
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SOLE LIGHT OF THIS WORLD 


we. ~~ 


the light of the world.” 





in a Bolivian mining town. Several 
Christian men moved there for jobs. 
They began to meet together and to tell 
unconverted people what Christ had 
done for them. One of these Christians, 
a Bolivian Indian, told a physician, and 
the doctor was so impressed that he 
turned to Christ and was freed from 
drunkenness. The change in the doctor 


MAD 


impressed the whole town, and others 
became Christians. Soon there were 
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about thirty believers, and a church was , 


organized and a building erected. Not 
till this group of converts had been won 
and a church built, without a cent of 
missionary money to help, did any mis- 
sionary visit the place. Everything grew 
out of the work and life of a few humble 
Bolivian Christians. They had become 
new creatures in Christ and then became 
“ambassadors for Christ,” with the re- 
sult that others were won. As living 
witnesses to Christ's power, their light 
shone out before men and pointed them 
to Him. 

That is always the way to win others. 
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Let .the Saviour change you, and then 
let your life and words tell of Him, and 
others will want Him, too. 


Catcary, Atra., CAN. 
V4 


The Busy Men’s Corer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ye are the salt of the earth .. ” 
(Matt. 5:13).—A visit to a salt plant 
would result in learning some interest- 
ing and profitable things about salt. 
From the chemist you would learn that 
although there are tons of salt in sight, 
salt is not a conglomerate mass, as you 
would suppose. Looking through the 
microscope you would see each indi- 
vidual grain, separate and distinct from 
every other. Some large, some small, 
some round, some square, but each an 
individual grain, 

Salt gathers moisture; so, in order to 
make it pour in all kinds of weather, 
sodium carbonate must be added to it. 
This has the effect of wrapping each 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





LIVING WITNESSES 
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individual grain in something like a tiny 
cellophane wrapper, 

Each believer is; not only in Christ 
Jesus, but also “clothed . . . with the 
garments of salvation, [and] .. . cov- 
ered ... with the robe of righteous- 
ness” (Isa. 61:10; Rom. 3:22). It is cause 
for rejoicing that each saint is person- 
ally known to the Lord. “He calleth 
his own sheep by name.” 

Someone asked the manager of a salt 
plant how often the large boards be- 
side the conveyors which carried the 
salt to the bins had to be replaced. 
“Never,” ‘said the manager, “because 
wood is a vegetable, and salt is a pre- 
servative.” 

Those who love, worship, and serve 
the Lord are the ones who are retarding 
the processes that would fill the world’s 
cup of corruption and violence. When 
believers are removed from the world 
by the return of the Lord, iniquity will 
abound, and the judgment of God will 
fall’ upon the earth-dwellers. 

One was amazed to find in Wendell 
Willkie’s book, “One World,” the defi- 
nite statement that the only centers of 
good will around the whole wide world 
are the Christian missionary enterprises. 
Wherever a true Christian lives and 
works, he—or she—is a preserving influ- 
ence, whether conscious of it or not. 

In the days of our Lord when the 
people wished to secure salt from the 
sea, they would make a hole in the 
sand, then a small channel from the 
sea to that hole, allowing the water to 
fill that indentation. The sun would 
soon evaporate the water, leaving the 
salt. If the salt were not used imme- 
diately, it would absorb from the atmos- 
phere or the surrounding debris, odors 
that made it useless. 

If a Christian lives in too close con- 
tact with the world, it will have the 
tendency to extract the savor from his 
testimony, and render him less useful 
to the Lord in that place. Metaphori- 
cally speaking, the ungodly will trample 
him underfoot, saying, “If he is a Chris- 
tian, I don’t want to be one!” 

“Let your light so shine before men 

.” (Matt. 5:16).—The Lord had said, 


“As long as I am in the world, I am 


the light of the world” (John 9:5). Here 
in our lesson He says, “Ye are the light 
of the world.” What a privilege and 
what a responsibility are ours! 

A minister relates a story in connec- 


tion with the lighthouse keeper on Rob- 


bins’ Reef off the rocky shore of New 
England. Jacob Walker, after years of 
faithful service of minding the light, 
became ill and died. His wife buried 
his body on the hillside above the shore 
on the mainland, in plain view of the 
lighthouse. Then she applied for and 
received the appointment as the keeper 
of the light. For twenty years she car- 
ried on alone, and then a New York 
City reporter went out to get her story. 
In the course of the interview she told 
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him«this: “Every evening I stand in 
the door of the lighthouse and look 
across the water to the hillside where 
my husband’s body is buried. .. . I al- 
ways seem to hear his voice saying, as 
he often said when alive, ‘Mind the 
light! Mind the light!’” 

Across the troubled waters and the 
crashing breakers of our time, there 
comes another voice to us. It is the 
voice of the Son of God saying, “Let 
your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 
Mind the light! 


“They ... went every where preach- 
ing the word” (Acts 8:4).—Satan often 
oversteps himself. He may have thought 
that persecution of the Christians would 
put a stop to the preaching of the faith; 
whereas it had the effect of scattering 
the believers from the city of Jerusalerh 
to many other places where they 
preached, or gossiped the Gospel. 

From a prison in Rome, the Apostle 
Paul wrote, “The things which happened 
unto me have fallen out rather unto the 
furtherance of ‘the gospel.” Many of 
the brethren became bold to preach the 
Word without fear (Phil. 1:12-14). The 
Lord still makes the wrath of man to 
praise Him, and restrains the remainder 
of it (Psa. 76:10). 


“Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ .. .” (2 Cor. 5:20).—Although the 
interpretation belongs to the apostles, 
an application of it can be made to us. 
We are the Lord’s representatives in the 
world. We know the power of the min- 
istry of reconciliation in our own souls, 
hence we are in a position to bear tes- 
timony to it, and pass it on to others. 
The world needs to hear that “God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them.” 

A very earnest preacher of the Gospel 
was imprisoned in Spain. He expected 
to be executed. There were others in 
that prison, including Communists. They 
were desperate and began to write curses 
on the wall against their captors. The 
preacher wrote on the wall: “Fear not 
them which kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the soul: but rather fear 
him which is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.” Underneath he wrote 
John 3:16 in full. 

That attracted attention. One of the 
prisoners was a young schoolmaster, and 
the preacher had the joy of leading him 
to the Saviour. One day the school- 
master said to him: “My name is on 
the list today to be shot; I am glad you 
wrote that text on the wall. Before, 
I should have been desperate, but now 
I know I am going to be with my Lord. 
They embraced each other, and he was 
taken out and shot, but one day they 
shall meet in Glory. Blessed ministry 
of reconciliation! 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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a 
Say, Fellows, — 
. Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when Jesus in His Ser- 

mon on the Mount, addressing His 
followers, said, “Ye are the salt of the 
earth,” and, “Ye are the light of the 
world,” He used two of the most neces- 
sary elements to physical and spiritual 
life—salt and light. He thereby chal- 
lenged His disciples to the highest con- 
ception of their mission in life. 

Salt is a seasoner, a purifier, and a 
preserver. In those respects it is a type 
of a true Christian. Life would be stale 
and tasteless indeed for those who re- 
main if all the Christians were taken 
away. 

But let’s devote our time for this les- 
son in thinking of the “Light of the 
World.” Physical light is one of God’s 
miracles of creation. It gives and pro- 
motes life and energy. It travels at the 
rate of 186,300 miles per second. That is 
something more than 7.4 times around 
the world at the equator. It dispels 
darkness. It reveals hidden things. It 
drives gloom away and replaces it with 
sunshine. In the Bible record it is the 
first creation called into being. (See 
Gen. 1.3.) This is physical light. 

When Jesus said, “I am the light of 
the world” (John 8:12), and, “Ye are 
the light of the world,” He was speaking 
of something so far exceeding physical 
light, that it is beyond anything we 
can imagine. Let’s try to get a glimpse 
of it in Revelation 21:23-25 (speaking 
of Heaven—the New Jerusalem): “And 
the city had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine in it: for 
the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof. And the 
nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it; ... And the gates 
of it shall not be shut at all by day: 
for there shall be no night there.” The 
difference in this light which is the glory 
of God and of the Lamb is so great that 
if you should step out of it into the 
physical light of the sun it would be as 
if you had passed into the darkest night. 
It is the light of Heaven. And this helps 
to explain why those who are surren- 
dered to Jesus Christ can be. called the 
“light of the world.” It explains the 
marvelous transformation which takes 
place in a‘ life entirely yielded to Jesus 
Christ. 

The greatest achievements of science 
in the use of physical light are but trifles 
compared to the amazing accomplish- 
ments of spiritual light. See Saul of 
Tarsus in broad daylight stricken blind 
by the glory of it, and at the same time 
completely transformed spiritually. The 
blazing light of the noonday sun could 
not do that. Think of hardened skeptics 
and atheists in the Billy Graham London 
meetings rising from their seats and lit- 
erally running forward to accept Christ 
as their Saviour! Think of highly edu- 


cated and cultured people suddenly dis- 
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' covering they have been living in total 


darkness, though all their lives they 
have dwelt in the light of the sun. That 
is what happens when an unbeliever 
comes in contact with “the light of*the 
world.” That is the difference between 
solar light and the light of Heaven which 
comes from the “Father of lights” (Jas. 
1:17), 

Sc you see, fellows, there is a spir- 
Ttual light, and our Lord uses the 
thought of physical light to help us un- 
derstand it and appropriate it. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


LL of our lessons this quarter have 

been about “Growth in Christian 
Living.” Each Sunday we have read the 
Christian Life Card! responsively. To- 
day I want you all to turn your cards 
over to see if you can answer the ques- 
tions from memory. Good. You may 
take your cards home this morning. It 
is a good idea to keep a Bible memory 
card beside your mirror or some other 
place where you can see it often. Every 
verse on that card has been a help to 
me in my Christian life. And I be- 
lieve the oftener we think of these 
verses, the more help we will get from 
them. 

Our lesson today is called “Living 
Witnesses.” Last Sunday we heard about 
a Christian nurse who was a living wit- 
ness for the Lord. But she could not 
have done what she did, if she had not 
first grown in grace. We must witness 
for the Lord by what we do as well as 
by what we say. If our lives show that 
we believe what we say, then our testi- 
mony carries weight. 

Turn to Matthew 5:13. Here we learn 
that if salt loses its taste, it is good for 
nothing. If a Christian girl loses her 
taste for the things of the Lord she is 
good for nothing as Christ’s witness, and 
cannot make anyone else “thirst” for the 
Water of Life. The way to keep our 
“saltiness” is to go forward in the things 
of the Lord. Name some things we 
have talked about this quarter which 
help the Christian to go forward. (Bible 
reading, prayer, worship, giving, serv- 
ice.) Right. 

Now read Matthew 5:14-16. A girl 
who really wanted to make her life count 
for the Lord, asked an old Christian 
Negress, “Mammy, how can I let my 
light shine?” The old lady thought for 
a minute, then she said, “Make it burn 
bright.” That is a good answer. If our 
lights burn brightly enough, they can’t 
help shining. 

How can -we make our lights burn 


. 





1Scripture catechism cards, “The Christian 
Life,”” may be ordered from V. D. Gunder- 
son, Box 202, Ferndale, Wash., 20 cents per 
dozen, postpaid. 
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The last verses on our card 
“As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 


brightly? 
tell: 


him” (Col. 2:6, 7). We received Him 
by faith, and now we must walk by 
faith, that is, to trust Him daily about 
everything that comes into our lives. 
“Rooted and built up in Him, and stab- 
lished in the faith, as ye have been 
taught.” All the lessons this quarter 
have been showing how this is done. 
Bible study and prayer help to root us 
in the Lord. Worship, service, and giv- 
ing all help to build us up in Him. 
Being “stablished in the faith” comes 
from the combination of being “rooted” 
and “built up.” As we learn more and 
more of God’s truth and put it int& prac- 
tice, we become increasingly well es- 
tablished. 

The end of this passage reads, 
“Abounding therein with thanksgiving.” 
It is impossible to be filled with praise 
and thanksgiving, and to be unhappy at 
the same time. A happy Christian whose 
heart is continually going up to God in 
thanksgiving cannot help witnessing. 

Now let’s read about the witnessing 
of Peter and John from Aets 4:13-20, 
reading around the class. There are just 
two things I want you to notice in this pas- 
sage today: In the end of verse 13 it 
says, “They took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus,” and 
verse 20 says, “We cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard.” 
That is the secret of effective witnessing 
—beirig’ with Jesus until it is impossible” 
not to speak about Him! 

Second Corinthians 5 gives us the rea- 
son for witnessing and our position as 
witnesses. Read verses 14-17 and tell 
why every Christian should be a wit- 
nessing Christian. (For the love of 
Christ, because Christ died for us, be- 
cause we are new creatures in Christ.) 
Exactly. And did you notice the rea- 
soning in verses 14, 15? “If one dijed 
for all, then were all dead,” or, “then 
have all died.” “And that he died for 
all, that they which‘ live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which ‘died for them, and rose 
again.” What other verse does this make 
you think of? (“Reckon ye also your- 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord,” Rom. 6:11.) Right. 

Now read verses 18-20. What is ow 
official position as witnesses? (Ambas- 
sadors.) Girls, that is a wonderful posi- 
tion! It’s the greatest position on earth. 


-To be an ambassador for the United 


States of America is a position of great 
honor, but it’s not so great as to be a 
representative of the King of kings, Be- 
cause an ambassador represents another, 
he must be very careful of all that he 
says and does in order that he may al- 
ways uphold the honor of his country. 
And a good ambassador is always on 
the watch to say or do anything that 
will advance the interests of his coun- 
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try. How do we measure up as ambas- 
sadors of Christ? 

An urisaved lady was persuaded to 
attend a gathering of church women 
sewing for some missionaries, and spent 
the afternoon with them. Later, when 
someone tried to win this woman to 
Christ, she wouldn’t listen. She said: 
“Forty women were at that sewing soci- 
ety and they talked for three hours 
about everything in the world that they 
could think of, but Jesus Christ was not 
once mentioned! Do you suppose I can 
believe He is precious to them when 
they never say a word about Him? I 
can’t do it.” Are you and I witnesses 
of that kind? Do we find it easier to 
talk about anything else than Christ? 
If we do, it’s because we have not been 
often enough in the Lord’s company. 

A Christian man who took seriously 
his position of ambassador for Christ 
tried to say a word for Him on every 
occasion. Once, when riding in an ele- 
vator he said to the girl who operated 
it, “I hope your last trip is up, not 
down.” She was so surprised at such 
a remark that she swallowed her gum! 

He added, “I am getting on in years. 
I am seventy, and one of these days 
I am going to meet my Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. I hope I shall meet 
you there.” The elevator girl never 
forgot that simple testimony. 

Let us end our class period this morn- 
ing with a few moments of silent prayer 
that we may truly be living witnesses 
for Christ. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dezen, postpaid, from the same address. 
It’s the Flame That Is Important.—Let 
your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven (Matt. 
5:16, Golden Text). 

His lamp am I. To shine where He shall 

Say, 

And lamps are not for sunny rooms, 

Nor for the light of day. 

And as sometimes a flame we find, 

Clear, shining through the night, 

So bright, we do not see the lamp 

But only see the light, 

So may I shine—His light the flame— 

That men may glorify His name. 
—From Annie Johnson Flint. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


She Wanted the Same “Medicine.”— 
Ye are the salt of the earth (Matt. 5:13). 
It is said that an old Chinese woman 
once came into a missionary hospital, 
saying that she would like to see the 
doctor. On his asking what she wished, 
she replied: “The mayor of our town 
has lately been here with you. He was 
a very bad man: he used to cudgel his 
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children, wasted his money at gaming, 
and had so foul a mouth that all the 
waters in the world could not have made 
it clean. But since he has been with you, 
the ¢iger has been transformed into a 
lamb, and his wife is full of joy and 
astonishment. He no longer gives her 
an unhandsome word, and they live in 
peace together.” “Good news,” replied 
the doctor, “but what now do you wish, 
my good woman?” “Well,” said the’ 
woman, “you are to tell nobody, but I, 
too, have an unhappy mouth, and I am 
afraid my daughters-in-law find it none 
too easy to live with me. Therefore, I am 
come to beg you to give me some of the 
medicine that has cured our mayor.” 
The savor of that converted life had 
awakened in another life a desire for 
purity of‘ heart.—From the Gospel Her- 
ald. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N. Y. Prize illustration. 


“Lightening,” Net Thunder.—Ye are the 
light of the world (Matt. 5:14). A cele- 
brated preacher who was remarkable in 
the first period of his ministry for a 
boisterous mode of preaching suddenly 
changed to a less noisy mode of delivery, 
When asked what had made him change 
his method, he replied: “When I was 
young I thought it was the thunder that 
killed people, but when I grew older 
and wiser, I discovered that it was the 
lightning. So I determined to thunder 
less and lighten more.”—From Tom Ol- 
son, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Pocketed?—For the love of Christ con- 
straineth us (2 Cor. 5:14). Miss Man- 
ning loved a missionary. Before he left 
for India, he wrote her and asked her 
to marry him; if she sent no answer, he 
would consider it a refusal.' She wrote 
her acceptance at once. Since it was a 
pouring wet day, her brother offered to 
take the letter to the post office for her. 
She never saw her lover again, and later 
learned he had married someone else. 
Twenty-five years later the Manning 
family moved to a new home; in the 
moving, an old coat of her brother’s was 
found. When the pockets were turned 
inside out, there ‘was the letter, yellow 
and crumpled; it had never been mailed 
to the man she loved. God has given 
every believer a Love Letter to the per- 
son next door. Is it still in your pocket? 
—From Tom M, Olson, in Now. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans, 


He Wanted His Neighbors To Know. 
—If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; be- 
hold, all things are become new (2 Cor. 
5:17). Old Tom of Neath was once one 
of the hardest characters in that place. 
A revival came to Neath and a tavern- 
keeper became enraged because he was 
losing so many of his customers who 
were being converted. So he bribed Old 
Tom to go and break up the meeting, 
promising him a gallon of beer as a re- 
ward. Tom went into the service and 
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* 
started to break it up, but the Lord got 
hold of him and broke him up instead. 
Before his conversion, all the furniture 
he possessed was not worth half a crown, 
but after his conversion he soon began 
to get things in order. One day when I 
called to see him I found a fine rocking 
chair placed in the doorway. “Why 
have you got the rocking chair in your 
doorway, Tom?” I asked. “People do 
not generally put their rocking chairs in 
the doorway.” “Well, Seth,” he replied, 
“you see, before my conversion I had 
nothing decent in my house, and the 
neighbors all know it. But I’m begin- 
ning to get things straightened out a 
bit now, and I want all the neighbors 
to know it, too, and I put that rocking 
chair where they will see it as they go 
by, and they will see things are different 
from what my life used to be!”—From 
the Free Methodist. Sent by Howard G. 
Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Better Than Not Doing It——God... 
hath given to us the ministry of reconcil- 
iation (2 Cor. 5:18). The late Charles M. 
Alexander was taken to task after one 
of his services by a Christiat, who said: 
“I admire your spirit, Mr. Alexander, 
but I don’t like the way you do your 
personal work.” “Neither do I very 
well,” replied Mr. Alexander; “how do 
you do it?” “Well, I—I—I—” stam- 
mered' the man, “I don’t do it very 
much.” “Well,” said Mr. Alexander, “I 
like the way I do it better than the way 
you don’t do it.”"—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Blanche Blair Kuhn, Scottdale, 
Pa, 


The Biggest Job on Earth—We are 
ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20). 
A city missionary heard two workmen, 
who were decorating part of the mission 
hall, discussing him. One said, “Say, 
Sandy, wouldn’t you think that a smart 
guy like that minister would have a 
better job than this joint?” Sandy, who 
was a true Christian and a Scot, said, 
“Do ye no ken that this wee mission hall 
has been like the gate of Heaven to 
many, and our minister is the Lord’s 
ambassador, and he has the biggest job 
on earth?”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Brave Friends of Jesus (Acts 8:4-8) 


NCE a little fish went swimming 
around. As it came to a hard, 
green bulb, it said, “What. are you?” 
“I’m a lily.” The little fish swam home, 
and said, “I saw a lily today.” The other 
fishes asked, “What is a lily?” And the 
little fish replied: “Oh, a lily is a hard, 
green ball; not very interesting. ‘It has 
a few green leaves.” 
Several days later the little fish went 
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swimming again. This time the lily was 
open a little. “What are you?” (Re- 
peat as in the above paragraph until 
the little fish’s reply.) “It’s a little pink 
flower with a sweet smell. It has green 
leaves. It is beautiful!” 

A few more days went by and the 
little fish went swimming around again. 
The lily was wide open now. “What 
are you?” (Repeat as before until] the 
reply.) “Oh, it’s beautiful! It is pink, 
a wide open flower, with a heart of pure 
gold. It smells so sweet! Just come 
and see for yourself how beautiful a 
lily is!” 

Someone might ask, “What are you?” 
And you might say, “I am a Christian.” 
“What’s a Christian?” someone might 
.ask. And a person who knew you might 
say: “Oh, a Christian is someone who 
goes to church and says his prayers. But 
he doesn’t behave or mind any better 
than other boys and girls. A Christian 
isn’t interesting.” 

Later you really come to know Christ 
as your Saviour. You love Him because 
He died for you. You try to live to 


please Him. “What are you?” someone 
asks. “A Christian.” “What is a Chris- 
tian?” “A Christian is someone who 


loves Christ and believes He died for 
his sins. A Christian goes to church 
and reads the Bible and prays. He tries 
to do what is right and help others. He 
is nice most of the time.” 

Weeks go by. You really “grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” “What is a 
Christian?” Someone who knows you 
answers: “A Christian is someone who 
loves. Christ, and has accepted Him as 
his personal Saviour. He loves to go to 
church and read the Bible and pray. He 
loves to help others, and does his work 
well. He is happy. He doesn’t get an- 
gry when others are mean to him, but 
instead does something nice for them. 
A Christian is someoné-who shines with 
the beauty of Jesus; his heart is filled 
with sweetness and kindness. Oh, a 
Christian is so fine you just ought to 
know Tim (or Grace, or whatever your 
name is) and see for yourself!” 1 

I wonder if our lives this quarter have 
opened out to show a: more beautiful 
Christian life. We have one more meas- 
urement to add to our measuring stick. 

(Add Te in the last section.) And un- 
less your life has begun to show these 
other beauties of the Christian life, you 
can’t get far on this last one! People 
won't listen! It means “Tell about the 
Lord Jesus.” 

In our Bible story the Christians 
showed a forgiving love. (Tell briefly 
of the stoning of Stephen~and his prayer, 
of the hunt for other Christians and 
their scattering. Read from the Bible the 
story of Philip in Samaria. Discuss 
whom the children may tell: younger 
children, friends their own age, rela- 





1 Adapted from Betty Worrall’s “Story of the 
Water Lily.” 
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“man’s friend. 





tives, sick or old people. What would 
they tell?) 

“By this shall all men know that’ ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another” (John 13:35, Memory Verse). 
That is the golden heart of the Chris- 
tian water lily. The Bible reading refer- 
ences may be written on a yellow heart 
(Matt. 5:13-16; John 1:40-42; John 4:28- 
30, 39-42; Acts 8:4-8; Acts 8: 26-39; John, 
13:3-5, 12-15, 34, 35; 2 Pet. 3:18). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


UPPOSE you knew a very, very rich 

man. And suppose you were given 
a choice of two things: (1) You could 
become one of his servants. That means 
you would live at his house and do 
everything he commanded you to do. 
You would eat your meals at his house, 
but of course you would eat them in 
the kitchen while he ate in the beau- 
tiful, big dining room. You would serve 
his meals to him and never speak un- 
less he spoke to you. He would never 
tell you any of his secrets. Whenever 
he would order, “Do this!” or, “Do that!” 
you would do it at once, because ‘you 
were his servant. (2) The other choice 
would be that you would be the rich 
That means you would 
visit at his home whenever you would 
like to do so. And he would visit you 
in your home. You would eat with him 
at his big table in the beautiful dining 
room. -You would talk with him when- 
ever you wanted to. He would tell you 
his biggest and most wonderful secrets. 

If you were given your choice which 
would you rather be? The rich man’s 
servant or the rich man’s friend? Of 
course you would want to be his friend! 

Because the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
sinless, precious, only Son of God, you 
would expect that we ought to be His 
servants. Why should He share His 
beautiful home with us? Why should 
He talk to us? Should we not.expect 
that for us to have the opportunity of 
being His slave, should be more than 
what we deserve? Yes, we don’t even 
deserve to be His servants. But do you 
know what He Himself said one day 
while He was here on earth? He said, 
“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you” (John 15:14). Can you 
imagine that people like us can be the 
“friends” of the matchless Son of God? 
Just think—we may be His friend! 

We are to obey His commands, He 
says, if we are to be His friend. And 
what are His commands? Well, they 
are very simple. For example, He com- 
manded, “That he love one another, as 
I have loved you.” How did He love us? 
Enough to die for us. And enough to 
live for us, too. For for Him it meant 
leaving all the wondrous glories of 
Heaven which He had enjoyed ever since 
time -began. And He was willing to 
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live so that others—you and I—could 
some day enjoy Heaven with Him and 
with God the Father. And His com- 
mand to us is that we, too, should be 
willing to live the kind of life that will 
cause others to know Him and believe 
in Him and receive Him as Saviour. 
This is His command. By: doing this, 
we can be “His friend.” 


Later the Lord Jesus issued another 
command, “Go ye into all the werld, 
and preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15). Not only does He want 
us to live for Him, but to speak for Him 
as well. By telling others about Him, 
by explaining that He died so that they 
need never die, that He lives so that 
they may have eternal life, we are obey- 
ing His command. And those who obey, 
His commands are His friends. 


The early Christians knew what it 
meant to live for the Lord Jesus. They 
were surely His friends. Many of them 
were laughed at and put in prison and 
severely punished because they lived for 
the Lord Jesus. Many, many others 
were killed because they told others 
about the Son of God who was willing 
to be their Saviour from sin. Oh, it 
cost a lot to ‘be a friend of the Lord 
Jesus in the long ago! 

Not long after the Lord Jesus had 

died and risen and went back to Heaven, 
Philip went from place to place preach- 
ing. And, because the people in those 
days did not have ‘the New Testament 
-which they could study, God taught 
them about His Son in other ways. He 
caused Philip and some of the early 
disciples to be able to do miracles—mir- 
acles like healing those who were ill. 
And when the people saw those won- 
derful things, they believed what Philip 
preached: that the Lord Jesus Christ 
was truly God’s Son who had come to 
die for the sins of the world, And the 
people were filled with joy as they re- 
ceived the Saviour as their own (Acts 
8: 4-8). 

Are you a friend of the Lord Jesus? 
Are you obeying His command to live 
for Him and to speak for Him? He 
wants you to be His friend, you know. 

Teachers’ Note: This, the last lesson of 
the quarter, can be aptly illustrated with 
Lesson 2 of the “Learning To Grow the 
Bible Way” Series,! differentiating be- 
tween one who obeyed God (Daniel) and 

-one who did not (Jonah). 





1 Available at Christian bookstores, or from 
International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
P.O.’ Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $3.10. 

LANCASTER, Pa. . 
w . 

‘ Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the pgper. 
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For Destitute 
Hebrew Christian 
Children 
In Israel - 


Only by the support and contributions from 
ALL Christians can we maintain our estab- 
lished missions in the United States, Europe, 
and the Holy Land, and our unique OR- 
PHANAGE in Haifa. 

HELP US to carry on the work of CHRIST 
amongst these hungry and needy children. 
WITH YOUR HELP they are being trans- 
formed out of misery into happiness and 
health—loving their Lord and Saviour. 
SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TODAY 


Address all communications to: 


The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon Street Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, Calif. 
This mission for over half a century has beer en- 
dorsed by Christian leaders in the United States 
and Europe. , 
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This Week's Guedions Sriensced 


(The questions are on page 748) 

1. Three—the party witnessed about, 
the party witnessing, and the party wit- 
nessed to. 

2. He compared it to the action of salt 
and light (Matt. 5:13-16). 

3. Because they are really not mine, 
but God’s who “worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure” 
(Phil, 2:13). 

4. “In Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in-Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

5. By persecution (Acts 8:1, 4). 

6. Ultimately, the sovereign work of 
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York, February, 
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Dr. Free's lectures on ship every 
morning prepare for the sight- high for the last two years. 
seeing to follow. 


VISIT THE HOLY LAND 
WITH A CHRISTIAN 
ARCHAEOLOGIST 


Send for descriptive 
bulletin today! 


An inspirational and in- 
structive trip to the Bible 
Lands. Six weeks’ duration with 
opportunity to stay longer.in the Holy 

Land or to take a European trip. 

Go to the Holy Land at the 

season when the beautiful spring 
flowers are out. 

Go to the Holy Land on a steamer, with 
several days of rest and relaxation before the 
sightseeing ahead. 


Go to the Holy Land with those who know the 
Bible Lands firsthand. Dr.and Mrs. Joseph Free are 
excavating every spring at Dothan, 60 miles north 
of Jerusalem. This will be Dr. Free’s 10th trip to Europe 
and the Holy Land, and the 8th Bible Lands Cruise 


he has conducted. Dr. Free is professor of 
archaeology at Wheaton College. 


Go to the Holy Land with other Christians, 
and enjoy Christian fellowship with others of all ages. 


Travel has been at an all time 


Make reservations cond 1 
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the Holy Spirit. But our Lord’s two 
days in Sychar (John 4:40) may have 
been a preparation for work among the 
Samaritans. 

7. “The love of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:14). 

8. We no longer view them “after the 
flesh,” but see them in the light of eter- 
nal realities. 

9. As two-sided: God’s condemnation 
of the sinner, and the sinner’s enmity to 
God. 

10. Only by accepting the peace which 
has already been made at Calvary, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








The Gospel of Prayer. By Albert Cas- 
sell Wieand, Th.D., D.D. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$3.) This is a very complete and ex- 
haustive study .of the great subject of 


* prayer, and it is not only thought pro- 


voking, but it is sure to be a stimulus 
to reality in prayer for any devoted be- 
liever. There are twenty-nine chapters, 
the last three being particularly .stimu- 
lating. The value and place of “Adora- 
tion and Praise,” as well as of “Con- 
fession,” are very well handled, and the 
the author’s final plea for getting more 
praying and more intercession done is 
very effective. Dr. Wieand has held 
closely to his purpose primarily to an- 
alyze the specific teachings and example 
of Christ as to prayer in its various 
phases, and he has quoted very freely 
from the Holy Scriptures. He has rec- 
ognized the fact of sin, and also the 
sufficiency that is in Christ, and the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the believer, 
but it seems that the-fact that one must 
be on praying ground to appreciate all 
this Good News about prayer has been 
overlooked. Very much is said about 
the love of God and His universal 
Fatherhood, but unfortunately the argu- 
ment fails to stress the fact that man is 
a sinner and he must first be reconciled 
to God through the death of His Son, 
and that only after one is trusting in 
Christ Jesus as a personal Saviour can 
one claim with assurance to be a child 
of God and approach Him as his 
Heavenly Father. The Bible point of 
view and its authority in the various 
phases of prayer is well stressed, but the 
author just misses the point that “faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the 
word of God,” and that there is primary 
value to the prayer life to be constantly 
feeding upon the written Word of God. 








oa. ae. ae ee 


. 


a « 








Lesson for September 26 


We are exhorted to abide in Christ and 
His Word, but no clear appeal to read 
the Bible each day is made. There are 
many helpful quotations from other 
writers, some Conservative and some 
quite Liberal, but one cannot read the 
chapter on “Prayer and Consecration” 
without getting a blessing and a stimulus 
to more dedication to the great priv- 
ilege and responsibility of prayer. 


MacLaren’s 1024 Best Illustrations. By 
Alexander MacLaren, (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) 
These are choice sentences, sometimes 
whole paragraphs, that Dr. MacLaren has 
used in his sermons. They describe 
briefly some natural phenomenon, or 
refer to the world of music, art, or liter- 
ature, yet are entirely apart from any 
specific incident or event, and they are 
used, either by comparison or contrast, 
to clarify the truth of the preacher’s 
text. For example: “It is the calm lake 
which mirrors the sun, the least catspaw 
wrinkling the surface wipes out all the 
reflected glories of the heavens. If we 
would mirror God our souls must be 
calm.” The quality of these selections 
merits special attention and justifies 
their being picked out of their original 
settings and put in a book. However, 
they will lend themselves more to de- 
votional reading than to re-uSe as quo- 
tations in lessons and’ sermons, for it 
is the story or anecdote type of illus- 
tration that preachers and teachers want 
most for their messages. And the 
present collection can not rightly be re- 
ferred to as consisting of “cream-of-the- 
crop anecdotes,” the publishers’ state- 
ment to the contrary, notwithstanding. 
The contents of this reprint classic first 
appeared, over sixty years ago, under 
a more appropriate title: “Pictures and 
Emblems.” 


Martin Luther. By Alfred Th. Jorgen- 
sen, (Augsburg Pub. House, Minneapolis 
15; $3.)=Fifty years of. research by Dr. 
Jorgensen, Danish theologian, lie back 
of this biography of the noted reformer. 
First published in Denmark, in the 
author’s native language, the book in 
the present edition is a translation into 
English for American readers by Ronald 
M. Jensen, a Lutheran pastor in the 
United States. The author’s purpose -is 
“to present the great mass of documented 
history of the life of the great Reformer 
in a form that will serve for instruction 
and edification to the ayérage lay 
reader.” That purpose has ot skill- 
fully accomplished in these pages. In- 
cluded in this interestingly written work 
is research and evaluations by non- 
Lutherans, and the main concepts in 
Luther’s most important writings. To 
help the reader to understand the sig- 
nificance of the Reformation, and, hence, 
to understand Luther and his Work, Dr. 
Jorgensen also deals at length with the 
religious, theological, and social back- 


grounds of Luther’s time. At the close 
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of an adequate and readable account of 
Luther’s life and labors, the author 
briefly notes the place of Lutheranism 
and Romanism in the world today, four 
hundred years later. Readers of other 
“lives” of Luther will find this one to 
be fresh and stimulating, and by reason 
of its scholarly as well as spiritual merit, 
worthy of the attention of serious stu- 
dents. At the same:time, anyone who 
has yet to read any life of Luther will 
not be misguided in choosing this volume 
as the first, and perhaps the only one 
to read, for its erudition is matched by 
an easy-to-read style. 


Saint Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians. 
By J. B. Lightfoot. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.50.) 
The publisher’s Classic Commentary 
Series is a worthy project. In it reprint 
editions of standard, scholarly works are 
being made available in‘a day when 
sound, learned treatises are needed to 
offset the destructive and _ spurious 
“scholarship” of Modernist theologians. 
Such a work is the volume at hand. The 
actual commentary on) the text of the 
Philippian Epistle is but a third of this 
book. There are, in addition, full dis- 
cussions on the subjects of Paul in Rome; 
the order of the Epistles of the Cap- 
tivity; the Church of Philippi; the char- 
acter, contents, and genuineness of the 
Philippian Epistle. The two final chap- 
ters are given to long dissertations on 
the Christian ministry, and a compari- 
son of the philosophy of Seneca with 
the truth taught by the Apostle Paul. 
All of these studies have connection at 
some point with the contents of the 
Philippian Letter. Complete with the 
original Greek text and a helpful sub- 
ject-index, the book is exhaustive in its 
treatment and constructive in its con- 
clusions. Since 1868, when this work 
first appeared, a host of students have 
met with the enlightening contents of 
its pages in theological seminaries and 
Bible colleges, for it is a standard ref- 
erence in its field. ‘Dr. Lightfoot’s ap- 
proach to the great variety of subjects 
treated is intelligent and reverent and 
deserving of wide attention. 


Notes on the Parables of Our Lord. 
By Richard C. Trench. (Fleming H. 
Revell, Westwood, N. J., $3.75.) This re- 
print edition of a standard work in its 
field contains the complete original text. 
The important footnotes, which are not 
printed in some editions, have been re- 
tained, including their Latin and Greek 
quotations. Thirty parables are thor- 
oughly analyzed and expounded. There 
is also introductory material to the ex- 
tent of four full chapters on the defini- 
tion of the parable, on teaching by 
parables, on the interpretation of par- 
ables, and on other parables besides 
those in the Scriptures. Abundant food 
is to be found in this book—more than 
enough to satisfy the hungry with good 
things. But there is one variety of meat 
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There are available to 
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sound, conservative in- fe 
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gaod return on your 
money. But that’s all 
they offer. 

















We'd like to invite your 
consideration... 


of a plan that provides a generous financial 
return, plus two kinds of security. It’s the 
Conservative Baptist Foreign Missionary 
Society Annuity Plan—and it has to do with 
life itself—your life and the lives of millions 
of heathen living in darkness. 


In the CBFMS Annuity Plan you are 
assured of a regular income for life, regard- 
less of economic conditions,*( and the return 
is greater than on most conservative stocks) 

. . plus a share in giving the heathen an 
opportunity for eternal life. 


More than 330 CBFMS consecrated mis- 
sionaries are taking the gospel around the 
world. CBFMS invites you to make its mis- 
sionaries your missionaries . . . to know the 
security of a steady income for the rest of 
your life . . ..and the assurance that lost 
souls will have the opportunity of security 
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that tells ali about the simple CBFMS An- 
nuity Plan and how you may have a share 
in its varied ministries. No obligation what- 
soever. 
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that is missing: the dispensational as- 
pect of the parables as seen by those 
who accept the truth of the premillen- 
nial return of Christ and the pre-tribu- 
lation rapture of the Church. However, 
there is such a rich store of provisions 
otherwise that it would be foolish of 
anyone to refuse what is here available 
just because one staple, though vital 
food, is missing from the menu. The 
book, though almost a hundred years 
old, is still unsurpassed. Every student 
of the Bible should have access to it that 
he might supplement his diet with its 
nourishing information, 


Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord. 
By Richard C. Trench. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $3.75.) This 
is a “must” book for anyone who would 
make a study of miracles. Complete 
and thorough, the treatment is both 
scholarly’ and spiritual. Thirty-three 
miracles are explained and their sig- 
nificance noticed and applied, the lessons 
in them not being ignored by the author 
in the process of making critical an- 
alysis. In addition to ‘a most helpful 
series of studies of the actual miracles 
that Christ performed, there are a hun- 
dred pages of what Dr. Trench calls a 
“Preliminary Essay,” which includes in- 
formation on the names of the miracles; 
an evaluation of the relationship of 
miracles to the laws of nature, and of 
the authority of miracles; a summary 
of various assaults on the reality of 
Christ’s miracles; and an able discussion 
of the apologetic worth of the miracles. 
This is a companion volume to Trench’s 
“Notes on the Parables of Our Lord.” 
It is a reprint edition of the original 
text, with all the copious footnotes. The 
book has had and will continue to have 
great value in the field of apologetics. 
It is likewise permanently useful to the 
Sunday school teacher and to the pastor 
as an aid in the preparation of lessons 
and sermons. based on the respective 
passages of the Gospels that are dealt 
with in its pages. 

Paul, a Servant of Christ. By F. B. 
Meyer. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Here is a reprint 
edition of a spiritual biography of the 
great apostle to the Gentiles. Based 
more on Paul’s autobiographical refer- 
ences in his Epistles than on the his- 
torical record in the Book of Acts, it is 
a study of the development of the inner 
man as revealed by personal testimony 
and by the wealth of divine truth to 
which he gave utterance. The account 
at hand begins with the subject of God’s 
foreknowledge, and its relationship to 
Paul, in a chapter titled “Pre-Natal 
Grace.” The volume concludes with an 
able summary of Paul’s Epistles. The 
many chapters between treat the details 
of a dedicated life lived for the glory 
of Christ and the furtherance of His 
Gospel.. Paul’s cataclysmic conversion, 
unswerving convictions, conflicts with 


-the results are stated 
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opponents, conquests for Christ, and as- 
sured Christian confidence, all, are de- 


_scribed and defined, analyzed and evalu- 


ated; and their vital lessons applied. 
Dr. Meyer’s unique talent for poetic ex- 
pression, descriptive writing, apt out- 
lining, and devotional sermonizing are 
no less evident in these scintillating 
pages than in his many other books, 


The Doctrine of the Atonement as 
Taught by Christ Himself. By George 
Smeaton, D.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $5.95.) The 
author has catalogued all/the utterances 
of Christ as to His work; then these pas- 
Sages are studied in their context; and 
in contrast to 
heretical views of the Atonement. The 
volume is a profound work, and yet 
not beyond the reach of a layman. 

One does not realize how much His 
death was on the mind of the Lord until 
one has perused the table of contents 
of such a book to note the many and 
varied expressions voiced by our Lerd 
Himself. And when one reads further 
into the text of the volume, one finds 
a richness and profundity that a casual 
reading of the Gospels would never dis- 
close. 

Brief indices are included at the end 
of the volume. First published in 1871, 
the book will help to strengthen the 
witness of the Church today to the death 
of Christ. It can be used by pastor and 
Sunday school teacher; and read devo- 
tionally, it will provide much food for 
the soul. 


The Philosophy of Revelation. By Her- 
man Bavinck. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) These 
lectures were delivered in 1908-09 by the 
distinguished Dutch theologian as a 
presentation of the Christian claim that 
the world is meaningless apart from the 
revelation that is found in the Scriptures. 
The chapter headings, give the outline: 
“Revelation and Philosophy,” “Nature,” 
“History,” “Religion,” “Christianity,” 
“Religious Experience,” “Culture,” and 
“The Future.” 

While much of what Bavinck wrote 
was relevant for his day in particular 
(at the beginning of the century there 
was a return to metaphysics, but the 
pendulum has now swung the other way), 
his positive exposition of the essence of 
Christianity remains a classic; and his 
refutation of pragmatic approaches to 
life delivers many a telling blow at con- 
temporary Philosophies. 


The Shepherd Psalm. By F. B. Meyer. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $1.95.) “No man having drunk 
old wine straightway desireth new: for 
he saith, The old is better.” In these 
days of uncertainty and anxiety, it is sig- 
nificant that many thoughts are turning 
to the old wine of the Twenty-third 
Psalm. This reviewer has recently ex- 
amined three books that have dealt in 
whole or in part with this exquisite 
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writing of the Shepherd King. Dr. Meyer’s 
temperament seems to have been just 
right to set forth the wonders of this 
well-known passage of Scripture. The 
reader will read only a few pages until 
he becomes fascinated with the author’s 
unwavering faith, his love of the Shep- 
herd, his degire to be a true under-shep- 
herd. This is indeed a worth-while ex- 
position of a passage with which 
expositors have dealt hundréds of times. 
The publisher deserves thanks for mak- 
ing it once more available. 


Sound of Abundance. Edited by Anne 
Hazelton. (China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Philadelphia 44; 30 cents.) 
Since the China Inland Mission has been 
driven out of China, it has added to the 
old familiar name the “Overseas Mis- 
sionary Fellowship” and is carrying the 
Gospel to new fields: Japan, the Philip- 
pines, Formosa, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaya, and Thailand, From these fields 
have come these interesting reports that 
have been skillfully woven together by 
Mrs. Hazelton around a central theme 
to present the story of 1953. 

Here are many vivid pen pictures of 
the new fields; a summary of income 
for 1953, by the treasurer, showing how 
wonderfully the Lord continues to sup- 
ply the real needs of the Mission; strik- 
ing illustrations of spiritual truth from 
incidents or conditions on the field; 
glimpses of hardships and handicaps; 
and bright, cheerful paragraphs telling 
of answers to prayer and conversions. 
The record is humbling to us who work 
in comparative comfort in the homeland, 
and yet heart-warming and a stimulus 
to prayer and steadfastness in the Lord’s 
work. There is a good deal of informa- 
tion here about the new fields, and many 
stories that can be used by Sunday 


school teachers, Child Evangelism work- . 


ers, preachers, and leaders of prayer 
and mission study groups. It is cause 
for thanksgiving that the C.I.M. Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship is still carrying 
on the great work begun nearly one 
hundred years ago. . 


% 


The Time of the Rapture 
(Continued from page 743) 


atry and rebellion of the day of the Lord, 
the time when the Bible takes up again 
the fortunes of the Jews. 

The preceding discussion of the time 
of the Rapture, based primarily on 1 
Thessalonians 5:1-9 and 2 Thessalonians 
2:1-12, leads to the conclusion that the 
Rapture precedes the apostasy, the reve- 
lation of the man of sin, and the Great 
Tribulation. There are certain other 


Passages of the New Testament, espe- 
cially Acts 15:14-17;. Romans 11:25-27; 
Revelation 3:10; 4:1, which have been 
employed as proof of the pre-tribulation 
Rapture. 


The appropriateness of such 
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citation has been frequently disputed. 
However, the demonstration of the pre- 
tribulation time of the Rapture having 
been independently established, the val- 
idity of such an interpretatjon of these 
passages is evident. 

Another conclusion from this study is 
to indicate clearly the parenthetical 
nature of the Church, the fact that it 
represents God’s method of dealing with 
mankind in the period from the rejec- 
tion of the Jews nationally until the 
Lord is ready to resume His special 
dealing with them. 

Finally, any serious consideration of 
the Rapture should make every believer 
take heed to the warning that we should 
look for the coming of the Lord, an 
event for which there is no preliminary 
sign given and which may take place at 
any moment. This is that “blessed hope” 
of the Church. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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3. Am I a Player or Spectator? 
(Luke 20:9-16) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

T SEEMS clear from the context, and 

also from Isaiah 5:1-7, that the vine- 
yard the Lord had in mind, when He 
told the Parable of the. Wicked Hus- 
bandmen in Luke 20:9-16, and which is 
the Scripture lesson assigned for this 
week’s topic, was the nation of Israel. 
The ,husbandmen, who mistreated their 
lord’s messengers and at last killed the 
beloved son of the owner and tried to 
take the vineyard for their own, were 
the scribes and Pharisees and wicked 
leaders of the nation. Perhaps there 
is a secondary sense in which we may 
apply this parable in some respects to 
Christians and their attitude toward the 
abilities and talents with which God 
has entrusted them, and which He de- 
sires should be used as He directs for 
His honor and glory. However, the 
Parable of the Servants and the Talents, 
related in Matthew 25: 14-30, would seem 
to be a better Scripture portion for use 
with this topic than the one indicated. 


Aside from this, however, the plain . 


teaching of God’s Word is that God en- 
dues believers with specific gifts (1 Cor. 
12:28-3]). All are not equally endued 
—some are in places of prominence, and 
others are placed where their Christian 
Service may not be noted by very many 
(1 Cor, 12:12-25). 


The Scriptures also make it plain that 
whatever may be an individual’s par- 
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A Christmas Gift 
| in September! 


The Jewish year 5715 begins 
| this year, 1954, on September 28. 
| ‘That day is known as Rosh Ha- 
| shana. If you wish to know more 
| about it and other Jewish Holy 
Days send for our 


JEWISH ART CALENDAR 


a beautiful piece of work, contain- 
ing twelve colored pictures of 
Biblical and Jewish settings, and 
showing parallels of the Jewish and | 
Christian calendars day by day. 
All the Jewish feasts and fasts, and | 
many other Jewish observations are 
explained in detail. This is a gold 
mine for the Bible student and for 
the Bible class teacher. _If you have 
never seen one of these calendars 
you can anticipate a rich treat. 


OUR OFFER 


We are interested in having you 
read our magazine, The Chosen 
People, published October through 
May at the subscription rate of $1 
per year. The Jewish Art Calen- 
dar is sent as a gift each September | 
to all who receive our Chosen Peo- 
ble magazine. Send your subscrip- 
tion in now and receive the calendar 
free of charge. Orders for the 
calendar alone will be filled at fifty 
cents each. 
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Do You Make These 
Mistakes in English? 


MANY PERSONS say ‘‘between you and * 
I” instead of “‘between you and me”’— 
or use “‘who’’ for “‘whom’’. Every time you 
speak or write you show what you are. 
Mistakes in English reveal lack of educa- 
tion, fi d of English 
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will help you reach any goal. 

Only 15 minutes a day with Sherwin 
Cody’s famous invention—and you can 
actually SEE your English improve. It Sherwin Cody 
teaches by HABIT—makes it easier to do the 
RIGHT way. Wonderful self-correcting lessons. 
FREE BOOK. Lack of language power may be costing 
you thousands of dollars every year. See what Mr. Cody’s 
method can do for you; it costs nothing to find out. 
Write now for free book, ‘How Can Master Good 
English in 15 Minutes a Day.’* Sherwin Cody Course in 
English, 829 Central Drive, Port Washington, N. Y. 


WANTED: to rent, with buying option, 


. * with some ground, to establish greatly 
needed Christian enterprise. Not too remote from Phila- 
delphia. Please write Adv. No. 722, Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Urn for your Church or Group? Then 
let me send it to you, and it won't 
cost you one single cent! All you 
need to dois havel0 of your 
group sell only 4 bottles of my fa- 
mous flavoring and the 48-Cup Urn 
is yours. Not a penny of your own 
money is —ever. Rush name, 
ddress for details of amazing offer. 
Anna Elizabeth Wade 
1491 Tyree St., Lynchburg, Va. 
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ticular gifts or talents or abilities, he 
is not justified in taking any credit to 
himself since all are gifts or the fruit 
of the Holy Spirit. There is no room, 
therefore, for pride in one’s own talents 
or abilities: On the contrary, they are 
to be exercised in meekness and with 
a spirit of preferring others rather than 
self, and with a disposition to help bear 
one another’s burdens, or overload, so 
that God may have the glory and the 
work of the Church, the Body of Christ, 
may be furthered (Gal. 5:22 to 6:4). 


po 


In other words, the Christian church, 
or the body of believers, is looked upon 
as a team, of which the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the Head. We know from ex- 
perience with our physical bodies that 
if one particular member should stop 
functioning, the whole body will suffer 
and be inconvenienced and hindered. 
For example, if a hand or a foot should 
suddenly cease to work properly, all of 
the other members of the body would 
be seriously handicapped. Just so, if 
any individual member of the body of 
Christ refuses to do his or her part in 
Christian service and Christian testi- 
mony, then the whole ‘Body of Christ 
suffers and is, brought into disrepute. 


These truths have their specific appli- 
cation for us in a series of three topics, 
of which this week’s is the third and 
last, as we apply them to our own young 
people’s group. It is not enough, how- 
ever limited may be our talents or abil- 
ities, simply to come to meetings and 
take no part, on the ground that there 
are other more capable members who 
can carry on the work better than we 
can. Our young people’s society needs 
every member who is a true follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Your part and 
mine may be small and unseen, or we 
may have a place of prominence in the 
group. But, whatever it is, it is needed 
if the entire group is to move forward 
to the fullest degree in God’s plan and 
purpose for the group. 
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It happened in Jerusalem last December. It was ‘‘a breath-taking event in church 
history,” said one missionary concerning this Jerusalem Conference of Hebrew Chris- 
tians. ‘The foundation stone of a church of Hebrew Christians in Israel was laid 
hering of Jewish believers in Christ. Another of our leaders said: 
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Your part and mine is to find out first 
of all from God what He would have 
us do. Then we must faithfully and 
sincerely and perseveringly do it to the 
very best of our ability, looking to Him 
for ability and strength, which He will 
supply for every task that is in His will, 
and‘trusting Him to use @ur particular 
talents in His own. way. If we will do 
this He will give us the joy and-Satis- 
faction that come not from the praise 
of others, but from the assurance that 
we are pleasing Him and doing His will, 

BHILADELPHIA. 
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Satan's Power 
(Continued from second page) 


of these have come from such great 
classical works as Dante’s “Inferno” 
and Milton’s “Paradise Lost,” and other 
works. 

Sin is not a creature that can act in- 
dependently, or an object that can be 
touched. It comes from the heart of 
Satan, evil spirits, or man when any of 
these disobey God and resist His will. 
Only a little light is given us in Scrip- 
ture on what happened when Satan first 
sinned. Isaiah wrote: “How art thou 
fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son: of 
the morning! how art thou cut down to 
the ground, which didst weaken the 
nations! For thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into: heaven, I will 
exalt my throne above the stars of God: 
I will sit also upon the mount of the 
congregation, in the sides of the north: 
I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High. 
Yet thou shalt be brought down to [tell, 
to the sides of the pit” (14:12-14). Note 
that here Satan used the expression “I 
will” five times, expressing his deter- 
mination to usurp what was not given 
to him and to be equal with God. Here 
we see the very root of sin: resistance 
of God’s will and the exaltation of self. 

Further light on Satan’s past history 
is given in Ezekiel 28:11-19, (See Dr. 
Scofield’s*note at this point.) 

In the exposition of Hebrews 2:14, 
and particularly the phrase, “The power 
of death,” both the commentaries of 
Matthew Henry and Jamieson, Fausset 
& Brown trace this power through sin 
back to Satan. That is, “The wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), and therefore, 
Satan, who is the author of sin, had the 
power of death over all who were sub- 
ject to him. It will be noted that the 
verb used is “had” (not “has”), refer- 
ring to the past. It would seem that 
since Christ died and rose again, He 
has taken away from Satan the power 
of death over the saints. Christ said, 
“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, 
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; 
and have the keys of hell and of death” 
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(Rev. 1:18). The Psalmist said, “Pre- 
cious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints” (116:15), and one 





‘may infer from this that Satan cannot 


kill the saints until God’s time for them 
has come. This is borne out by Psalm 
31:15: “My times are in thy hand”; and 
by the fact that, though Satan was given 
permission to try Job to the utmost, yet 
God twice forbade him to take Job’s 
life (Job -1:12; 2:6). The Bible does 
not clearly reveal whether Satan can 
bring death to an unbeliever whenever 
he wishes, but since he is the author of 
sin, and leads men into sin, unless they 
repent, he has the power to bring death 
upon them. 

We learn of Satan’s powers in the 
heavenly places from such passages as 
these: “Wherein in time past ye walked 
according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2); 
“For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wick- 
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edness in high places” (Eph, 6:12); “Now 
is the judgment of this world: now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out” 
(John 12:31). There is an intimation of 
the awful, demonic powers that exist in 
high places in the record of the delayed 
answer to Daniel’s prayer. The heavenly 
mesenger said to him, “Fear not, Daniel: 
for from the first day that thou didst 
set thine heart to understand, and to 
chasten thyself before thy God, thy words 
were heard, and I am come for thy 
words. But the prince of the kingdom 
of Persia withstood me one and twenty 
days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me; and I re- 
mained there with the kings of Persia. 
Now I am come to make thee under- 
stand what shall befall thy people in 
the latter days: for yet the vision is for 
many days” (Dan. 10:12-14). 

The power of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is infinitely greater than that of Satan. 
Christ overcame the Devil at every point 
during His life, and wrought the great- 
est victory through the cross and His 
resurrection, when He paid the death 
penalty for our sins and rose again from 
the dead. When the Lord Jesus Christ 
returns to this earth to establish His 
righteous reign, Satan will be bound’ for 
a thousand years, and finally cast into 
the lake of fire (Rev. 20:2, 10). 

The late Dr, Lewis Sperry Chafer, 
founder and president of Dallas Theo- 
logical Seminary, wrote the following 
brief summary, in outline form, of what 
the Bible teaches on Satan: 


“1, His Personatiry. As in the case 
with Christ, the knowledge of Satan 
depends wholly on what the Scriptures 
declare. No more or better evidence 
even there will exist for belief in the 
personality of one than for the other. 

“2. His Power. (a) As created his 
might was second only to God’s. (Ezek. 
28:11-16). (b) After his moral fall (cf. 
Job 2:7; Isa. 14:12-17; Luke 4:6; 22:31, 
R.V.; 1 Cor. 5:5; Heb. 2:14) and even 
after his judgment in the cross (John 
16:11; Col. 2:15) he continues to reign 
as a usurper (2 Cor. 4:4). Consider here 
all passages throughout Scripture on 
Satan’s temptations and solicitations to 
evil. 

“3. His Work. (a) Relative to God, his 
evil works are still permitted. (b) Rela- 
tive to demons, they must do his, will. 
(c) Relative to the, unsaved, he is in 
authority over them (Isa. 14:17; 2 Cor, 
4:3, 4; Eph. 2:2; Col. 1:13; 1 John 5:19, 
R.V.). (d) Relative to the saved, he 
comes in conflict with them (Eph. 6:11- 
18). (e) Relative to truth, he is a liar 
(John 8:44) and author of “the lie.” 

“4, His Career. (a) Past. (1) Satan ex- 
perienced a moral fall (Isa. 14:12-17; 
Ezek, 28:15; 1 Tim, 3:6). (2) Satan’s 
judgment was predicted in Eden (Gen. 
3:15). (3) His judgment was nh 
plished at the cross (John 12:31-33). 

“(b) Present. (1) He is reigning as a 
usurper today (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2; Rev. 
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2:13. (2) He gains the name accuser of 
the brethren for what he is doing now 
(Rev. 12:10). (3) He is father inya spir- 
itual sense to all who accept his philos- 
ophy of independence from God (John 
8:44; Eph. 2:2). . 

“(c) Future. (1) He is one day to be 
cast out of heaven (Rev. 12:7-12; cf. Isa. 
14:12; Luke 10:18). (2) Me is to be 
confined to the abyss for one. thousand 
years (Rev. 20:1-3, 7). (3) When re- 
leased from the abyss, he will lead 
armies against God (Rev. 20:8, 9). (4) 
His final doom is the lake of fire (Rev. 
20:10)."—From Volume VII of Dr. 
Chafer’s “Systematic Theology” (Dallas 
Theological Seminary, Dallas, Tez.; re- . 
printed by permission). 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheol Lesson Committee. 


September 20 to 26 
Mon.—Acts 2:32-36. 
Preaching the Gospel. 
Prayer Succestions: “This Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are wit- 
nesses.” The first. preachers of Christ's 
Gospel were men who had witnessed His 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension 
to Heaven. They knew Christ, and knew 
their divinely given _message. They 
were full of the Spirit, and their preach- 
ing was in the power and demonstration of 
the Spirit. These are the pattern preach- 
ers. Men of the same spirit obeying 
the Lord will convert sinners. Pray for 
church leaders in Oceupied China. 


Tues.—Revelation 3:17-22. 
A Call for Loyalty. 


PraYer SuccestTions: “He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches.” We, too, are in 
the midst of a great spiritual declension. 
Around us there are a great number who 
live in pleasure, and are formal, and are 
even slumping down into apostasy. Our 
Lord calls upon all who have had their 
ears opened to open their heart’s door 
to Him, and to obey His commandments. 
Do you hear,;and heed Him? Pray for 
all Christians ,in occupied China. 


Wed.—Colossians 1:9-18. 
The Pre-eminence of Christ. 
Prayer Succestions: “That in all 
things he might have the pre-eminence.” 
The attributes, titles, and deity of Christ 
lay claim upon all to exalt Him far above 
all principalities and powers in Heaven 
and earth. Do you recognize, confess, 
and honor the Lord Jesus above all? 
Unless He is your all in-all, He. is not 
your Saviour at al]. Is Christ the pre- 
eminent one in your thought and serv- 
ice? Pray for the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, still doing business for 
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You, like thousands of others, 
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to provide tuition-free training for young Christian men and women who will 
carry the gospel to the far corners of the earth. 
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Thurs.—Psalm 172:1-11. 
A Universal Witness. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “All kings shall 
fall down before him: all nations shall 
serve him.” The Gospel was given for 
all people, and must be preached to 
every nation under Heaven. Every man 
must hear the Gospel, and be challenged 
to believe’ and obey its mandates. In 
this world-wide proclamation of Christ’s 
Gospel we must be willing servants of 
Christ.’ If we would obey the Lord more 
(see 1 Tim. 2:1-8), more rulers and 
leaders of men would be saved, Are you 
buying up your God-given opportunities 
to get the Gospel to every creature? 
Pray for the Christian Witness Press, 
Hong Kong. 


Fri—Acts 4:8-13. , 
Peter’s Bold Preaching. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Now when they 
saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they marvelled; and they 
took knowledge of them, that they had 
been with Jesus.” Peter, when restored 
to faith and recommissioned and filled 
with the Spirit, was emboldened to pro- 
claim Christ to the very men who had 
taken Christ in their wicked hands and 
crucified Him. Do people know you as 
one who has been with Jesus and learned 
of Him? Pray for Christian literature 
distributions among the Chinese in many 
lands. 


Sat.—Acts 16:22-32. 
Two Loyal Witnesses. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And at midnight 
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto God: and the prisoners heard 
them.” Faithfulness under the most 
trying experiences characterized Paul 
and Silas and many other devout serv- 
ants of Christ, in days of persecution 
for the Gospel’s sake. Thank God for 
courageous witnesses for the Lord in 
hostile lands. Pray for missionarie# 
working in difficult fields such as those 
where there are tendencies toward 
Communism. 


Sun.—Acts 26:19-25. 
Paul’s Fearless Witness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Having there- 
fore obtained help of God, I continue 
unto this day witnessing both to small 
and great, saying none other things 
than those which the prophets and 
Moses did say should come.” Bold- 
ness of the Christlike kind character- 
ized the Apostle Paul. He had counted 
well the cost of strict loyalty to 
Christ and His truth, and had ceased 
to count his life dear unto himself, 
that he might finish his course with 
joy and the testimony he had received 
of the Lord Jesus. Pauline preach- 
ing or appalling preaching are the 
alternatives before every minister. 
Pray for all under attack in lands 
where idolatry is put on the same 
level with Christianity. 
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